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LIFE  AND  LIGHT. 


SOUTH  AFRICA. 
A  VISIT  TO  INANDA  SEMINARY,  NATAL. 

BY  REV.  FREDERICK   R.  BUNKER. 

Let  me  describe  a  visit  wliich  Mrs.  Bunker  and  I,  with  our  two  boys^ 
made  to  Inanda. 

We  leave  Amanzimtote  at  six  o'clock  one  morning,  just  as  the  sun  is  lift- 
ing himself  out  of  his  bath  in  tlie  ocean,  and  raising  his  head  above  the  low 
ridge  which  forms  the  rim  of  his  briny  tub.  The  morning  is  perfect.  The 
outline  of  the  hills  is  as  though  cut  by  a  diamond,  and  the  light  paints  in 
changing  colors,  and  in  infinite  detail,  a  scene  such  as  no  art  of  earth  can 
reproduce.  The  four  oxen  are  roused  to  a  lumbering  trot  by  the  shout  of 
the  driver.  Little  naked  youngsters  run  out  dancing  from  the  few  kraals, 
which  we  pass,  to  see  us  go  by.  Three  hours'  ride  brings  us  to  Isipingo, 
and  one  hour  on  the  train  to  Durban.  .  .  . 

Train  time  comes,  and  we  are  soon  rushing  toward  Inanda  at  the  tremen- 
dous rate  of  ten  miles  an  hour.  Plenty  of  time  for  sightseeing,  however, 
and  no  danger  of  loss  to  life  or  limb.  We  stop  every  two  or  three  miles 
at  a  station,  and  are  greeted  with  tlie  jabbering  and  shouting  of  a  motley- 
crowd  of  Zulus  and  coolies  getting  on  and  off  the  train.  It  is  wonderful 
how  many  of  them  travel  by  train.  Now  we  cross  the  large  Umgeni  River, 
and  climb  up  into  a  beautiful  hilly  country.  Here  are  large  fields  of 
sugar  cane  and  banana  groves.  Now  we  go  crawling  laboriously  up 
a  steep  grade,  and  at  the  top  get  a  glimpse  of  the  Inanda  hills  in  the 
distance.  After  an  hour's  ride  we  come  sweeping  around  a  curve  through 
a  deep  cut  in  the  hills,  and  sight  our  station,  Duffs  Road.  Yes,  there  is 
Luke  and  the  carriage  waiting  for  us.  A  cordial  greeting  from  Mr.  Turner, 
the  station  master,  and  then  comes  the  packing  of  ourselves,  bags,  and 
baskets  into  the  little  carriage.  It  doesn't  look  as  though  we  could  all  get 
in,  but  tlie  larger  carriage  lies  here  broken  by  a  runaway  horse,  and  we 
must  try.  Here  we  are  packed  tight,  but  all  in.  It  is  marvelous,  the  hos- 
pitality and  tlie  power  for  expansion  in  that  direction  that  everything  which 
comes  to  Inanda  has. 

Now  we  begin  to  approach  Inanda  after  a  two  hours'  ride,  and  the 
square  houses  of  the  amakolwa  (believers)  are  on  either  hand.  It  is  nearly 
dark,  and  we  cannot  see  much.  We  pass  the  church,  and  go  down  to  the 
school,  and  meet  a  warm  welcome  from  teachers  and  girls.  Wraps  are 
soon  off,  and  we  are  ushered  into  the  dining  room  to  samj^le  what  good 
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things  Grace  has  provided  for  our  appetites.  Grace  is  a  most  important 
and  indispensable  part  of  the  institution.  She  is  cook  and  Miss  Phelps's 
right-hand  girl.  You  would  not  need  to  ask  about  her  size  if  you  saw 
her  ;  and  we  can  all  testify  that  her  goodness  is  as  great.  After  supper 
we  gather  into  the  sitting  room,  and  exchange  news  items  and  personal  ex- 
periences,— not  without  some  of  our  mission  problems  cropping  up  in  the 
conversation.  But  the  work  goes  on.  Girls  pop  their  heads  into  the  door 
to  get  instructions  from  the  principal.  Miss  Phelps.  Miss  Price  is  working 
on  the  laundry  accounts  between  conversation.  One  or  other  of  the  teachers 
keeps  getting  up  on  some  errand  and  returning.  The  hum  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  girls  in  close  proximity  is  always  in  our  ears.  Singing,  laughing, 
and  talking  is  heard  in  every  direction.  Yes,  and  loud  praying  is  heard  in 
a  room  of  Edwards  Hall.  Revival  services  are  being  held  by  Mr.  Weiss 
and  Mr.  Wilcox  in  a  tent  near  the  church,  and  the  girls  are  influenced 
thereby.  Good  work  is  being  done  there  and  here,  but  it  is  not  without 
Satan's  alloy.  Some  of  the  spiritually  ignorant  ones  are  evidently  mistak- 
ing noisy  demonstration  for  religious  experience  and  zeal.  Some  that  pray 
the  loudest  are  the  least  obedient.  How  to  distinguish  the  real  work  of 
grace  going  on  among  such  children  of  nature  as  these,  giving  it  free  scope 
from  any  restriction  springing  from  our  own  prejudices,  and  how  to  protect 
these  little  ones  from  trusting  to  anything  short  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  him 
crucified,  as  the  only  way  of  salvation,  is  the  delicate  spiritual  duty  placed 
before  our  sisters  who  have  charge  of  this  work.  Some  of  the  best  girls 
in  the  school  now  say  that  they  are  not  helped  by  the  noisy  meetings  ;  that 
they  receive  the  greatest  blessing  when  in  quietness  they  wait  before  God, 
but  we  have  to  remember  that  some  of  these  very  girls  entered  into  rich 
spiritual  experience  during  the  noisy  demonstrations  of  last  year's  revival. 
We  bow  together  before  we  retire,  and  the  burden  of  our  prayer  is.  Lord 
give  us  wisdom  and  guidance  to  lead  these  little  ones  direct  to  thee  in  the 
ways  which  thou  has  chosen. 

In  the  early  morning  I  am  wakened  by  some  one  singing  in  the  building 
opposite  my  window.  It  seems  like  heavenly  music  to  my  waking  con- 
sciousness ;  but  I  soon  realize  that  it  is  mortal,  but  still  very  sweet  and 
heavenly,  for  one  of  the  girls  is  singing  that  beautiful  solo  written  by  P.  P. 
Bliss :— 

"  I'm  on  my  journey  up  Zion's  hill, 
All  the  way  'long  it  is  Jesus  ; 
The  way  grows  brighter  and  brighter  still, 
All  the  way  'long  it  is  Jesus. 
Jesus,  Jesus,  why,  all  the  way  'long  it  is  Jesus." 
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It  reminded  me  of  the  sunrise  singing  described  in  Ramona.  Soon  there 
is  a  rustling  in  both  buildings,  and  the  girls  arise,  roll  up  their  blankets,  and 
the  voice  of  prayer  is  heard  in  many  directions.  The  bell  rings,  and  then 
many  bare  feet  come  running  down  the  stairs,  and  a  new  day's  work  has 
begun.  Some  girls  go  to  the  kitchen,  some  with  axes  begin  on  the  wood 
pile,  others  with  hoes  are  on  the  way  to  the  garden,  and  others  are  sweeping, 
cleaning  lamps,  or  doing  some  other  of  the  many  household  duties  necessary 
in  such  a  large  establishment.  A  group  of  five  or  six  are  under  my  window 
carrying  sacks  of  coal  from  the  cart  to  the  laundry.  Their  talk  is  a  mix- 
ture of  Zulu  and  English.  They  are  supposed  to  talk  English  by  the  rules 
of  the  school,  but  the  English  vocabulary  of  these  girls  is  not  very  extensive. 
When  some  especially  brilliant  effort  in  English  is  made  some  one  will 
exclaim,  "  Oh,  you  know  to  talk  English  !  "  and  they  v^'ill  all  laugh.  The 
voice  of  song  comes  from  every  direction.  "  Say,  is  your  soul  ready,  my 
brother?"  comes  from  the  girl  stirring  the  porridge  pot.  Some  of  the  sing- 
ing is  very  sweet.  Some  few  are  studying  their  lessons  under  another 
window  of  my  room.  One  pops  her  head  into  the  door,  thinking  that  the 
room  is  vacant,  and  then  another,  until  I  make  up  my  mind  that  it  is  time  to 
lock  it. 

After  breakfast,  classes.  First,  opening  prayers,  and  then  Bible  study  for 
a  half  hour  by  the  whole  school.  There  are  two  divisions  to  the  school. 
First,  the  primary  department,  under  Miss  Price's  supervision,  assisted  by 
Nomakopi,  a  native  teacher.  There  are  eighty  girls  in  this  department 
to-day.  They  are  for  the  most  part  girls  from  heathen  homes.  As  we  go 
into  the  room  they  all  arise  and  stand  in  greeting.  Many  motives  have 
brought  them  here.  Some  have  run  away  from  polygamous  marriages ; 
some  have  heard  the  gospel  preached  and  have  come  to  hear  more  of  the 
truth  ;  others  have  come  because  they  were  not  permitted  to  go  to  school  or 
to  clothe  themselves  at  home ;  others  have  come  merely  because  their 
friends  were  here  ;  and  some,  doubtless,  with  only  a  vague  idea  that  in  some 
way  they  will  better  their  condition.  The  first  term  they  are  taught  the 
Zulu  Testament  and  to  sew.  We  have  Come  upon  a  sewing  class.  Groups 
are  sitting  on  benches  and  on  the  floor,  all  over  tlie  large  room  in  Lucy 
Lindley  Hall.  There  in  the  corner  is  a  group  of  beginners  sewing  patches. 
The  next  step  is  to  petticoats,  then  their  own  plain  dresses,  and  finall}'  men's 
shirts.  All  stages  are  at  work  in  the  room.  Here  is  one  girl  of  a  year's 
experience  showing  another  girl  how  to  cut  out  the  waist  of  a  dress. 
Another  is  trying  on  her  waist.  One  comes  to  show  a  shirt  which  she  has 
just  finished.  These  shirts  are  sold  to  men  and  boys  for  twenty-five  or  fifty 
cents  each — enough  to  pay  for  the  cost  of  the  cloth.    The  second  term  these 
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girls  study  writing,  singing,  and  a  little  counting  in  addition  to  reading  and 
sewing.  Only  about  one  half  come  back  for  the  second  term.  The  reasons 
for  this  may  be  that  they  have  accomplished  their  purpose  in  coming,  or  they 
are  needed  to  dig  in  the  gardens,  or  they  are  unable  to  run  away  again,  and, 
doubtless,  some  do  not  like  the  life  of  restraint  and  busy  work  which  they 
find  in  the  school.  Miss  Price  reports  Nomakopi  a  great  help.  I  greet  her 
with  "  How  do  you  do,  Nomakopi.^"  and  the  answer  comes  back  clear  and 
strong,  "  Well  in  body  and  soul."  And  she  is  well  in  both.  Her  eyes  have 
the  clear  look  of  spiritual  health,  and  her  deeds  bear  out  the  judgment 
formed  from  her  eyes.  Wiien  told  of  the  starving  Bechuanas,  she  brings 
$1.25  for  them  out  of  a  wage  of  $7*50  a  month.  The  great  desire  of  these 
teachers  is  to  accomplish  two  things  for  every  girl  in  this  department  in  the 
first  term  she  is  here  :  to  teach  her  to  read  the  Word  of  God  for  herself,  and 
to  teach  her  to  clothe  herself  decently. 

Most  of  the  girls  here  are  Christians,  and  many  of  them  liave  had  wonder- 
ful experiences.  They  are  not  angelic  by  any  means,  for  they  often  sorely 
try  the  patience  of  their  teachers,  but  they  will  average  up  well,  and  some  of 
them  are  a  constant  source  of  comfort. 

I  am  forbidden  to  enlarge  on  the  virtues  and  good  works  of  this  band  of 
faithful  workers  and  noble  women,  but  I  can  assure  you  that  it  is  not  because 
I  have  nothing  to  say  that  I  am  silent.  Only  they  and  their  Master  know 
what  heavy  burdens  they  carry.  They  are  not  only  teachers,  but  also  mothers 
to  all  these  girls, — and,  like  mothers  with  little  babies,  their  work  is  never 
done.  Morning,  noon,  and  night,  seven  days  in  the  week,  and  four  months 
and  a  half  at  a  stretch,  they  must  feed,  clothe,  teach,  govern,  nurse,  doctor 
one  hundred  and  fifty  or  more  girls,  who  in  all  but  form  are  like  small 
children.  They  have  to  be  watched  that  they  do  not  eat  too  much,  that  their 
dresses  are  kept  clean  and  whole,  and  buttoned  up  too,  that  they  wash  the 
dishes,  windows,  floors,  lamps  clean.  Constant  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the 
teachers  is  the  price  of  their  training. 

This  front  veranda  of  tlie  teacher's  house,  like  the  valley  of  Esdraelon  in 
Palestine,  is  famous  in  heaven,  I  believe,  for  the  illustrious  battles  of  the  Lord 
waged  here  against  heathenism  in  this  land.  Here  heathen  chiefs,  with  their 
followers  armed  with  knobkerries,  have  come  expecting  to  strike  terror  into 
the  hearts  of  these  women,  weak,  insignificant,  despicable  chattels,  according 
to  their  lordly  estimation.  They  soon  came  to  learn  that  the  conscience  and 
power  of  the  whole  English  nation  were  behind  those  quiet  words,  "  You  can 
talk  with  the  girl,  and  if  she  will  go  with  you  she  can  go,  but  you  must  not 
force  her."  I  wonder  how  many  hundred  times  that  message  has  gone  out 
from  this  open  door.      Here  heathen  mothers  have  torn  their  hair  and 
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threatened  to  kill  themselves  if  a  daughter  did  not  return  with  them.  Here 
heathen  fathers  and  brothers  have  sat  for  hours  with  hatred  in  their  faces  and 
murder  in  their  hearts.  Here  English  policemen  at  the  coinmand  of  an 
English  magistrate  (I  am  thankful  to  say  that  he  is  an  exception)  have  ridden 
up  to  assist  in  returning  to  heathenism  some  who  hoped  to  escape  therefrom. 
Here  warrants  have  been  served  on  Christ's  servants  to  appear  at  court  to 
answer  for  "willful  detention"  of  a  heathen  man's  chattel, — a  human  soul, 
— but  no  such  detention  has  been  proved.  Here  a  hostile  magistrate,  after 
many  threatening  epistles,  appeared  one  day  thinking  to  storm  the  castle  with 
his  presence.  A  kindly  welcome,  with  tea  and  cake,  sent  him  away  a 
humbler  and  wiser  man.  Here  girls  just  beginning  the  Christian  life,  or  with 
only  the  desire  to  begin,  have  iield  out  for  hours  and  days  against  com.mands, 
solicitations,  tears,  bribes,  and  threats  from  those  who  wished  to  take  them 
back  to  heathenism.  By  that  bush  near  I  not  long  ago  saw  two  girls  crying 
bitterly  because  they  were  being  sent  away  from  the  school,  since  their 
parents  would  permit  them  to  go  to  the  day  school  near  their  liomes  and 
tlieir  places  were  needed  for  girls  whose  parents  were  opposed  to  their 
learning. 

Here  Nomdeha,  princess, — value,  a  hundred  sleek  cows, — stood  one  day. 
An  old  counselor  of  her  chieftain  fatlier  pleads  with  her:  "Remember  your 
royalty.  Don't  cast  disgrace  upon  your  great  name,  and  bring  sorrow  and 
shame  upon  your  tribe."  Hear  her  reply:  "Do  you  see  that  rosebush  in 
bloom?"  pointing  to  it.  "My  royalty  is  like  those  flowers — soon  to  fade." 
She  stavs.  A  term  went  by,  and  she  thought  it  safe  to  return  home  in  vaca- 
tion. Her  father  commands  her  mother  to  tear  oft  her  clothes,  and  it  is  done. 
She  borrows  a  shawl,  and  under  shelter  of  the  darkness  runs  back  to  school. 
She  s.tays  two  terms,  then  returns  home  again,  and  is  kept  a  prisoner  for  over' 
six  montiis  closely  guarded.    Again  she  runs  away. 

Now  come  with  me  to  her  home  on  the  Umgeni.  Her  mother,  though 
not  clothed,  is  in  the  inquirers'  class.  Seven  of  iier  sisters  have,  like  herself, 
studied  at  Inanda.  Susiwe,  an  older  sister,  for  whom  forty  cattle  had  already 
been  paid  by  an  old  polygamist,  escaped  his  clutches,  and  is  a  noble  Chris- 
tian teacher  at  Table  Mount.  Another  sister  is,  with  her  father's  consent,  a 
Christian  preacher's  wife.  She  herselfis  a  Ciiristian  teacher.  The  old  chief 
is  mollified  and  favorable  to  Christianity  in  his  tribe. 

But  I  must  close  with  this  request,  tiiat  all  who  read  this  account  will  ask 
God  to  bless  this  work  and  the  noble  workers  engaged  in  it. 
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CHINA. 

SOME  NATIVE  WORKERS  IN  PEKING. 

BV  MRS.   MARY   P.  AMENT. 

I  HAVE  I'ust  been  turning  over  the  pages  of  my  album,  and  looking  upon 
the  faces  of  my  Chinese  friends.  I  seem  to  have  been  transported  foi-  a 
wliile  to  tlie  scenes  in  which  they  figure. 

A  look  at  brother  Chang,  the  first  upon  the  left,  reminds  me  of  the  sen- 
tentious sayings  in  prayer  meeting  which  have  often  amused  and  interested 
me  because  they  were  so  characteristic  of  the  man.  The  connection  was 
often  not  obvious  to  the  Occidental  mind,  but  to  the  Chinese  the  logic 
was  all  right.  This  goes  to  prove  that  they  are  not  without  Imagination, 
if  they  can  bridge  such  chasms  of  thought.  Doubtless  his  faithful  voluntary 
services  in  the  street  chapel  called  out  their  respect,  and  his  consistent  life 
lent  importance  to  his  words,  for,  like  us,  the  Chinese  discern  Christ  likeness. 

Next  Chang  is  our  aged  Helper  Hung,  who  went  with  us  to  the  country 
on  that  venturesome  trip,  so  long  ago,  when  our  shallow  boat  was  nearly 
swamped  in  a  squall  on  the  waste  ot  waters  that  covered  the  grain  fields 
in  the  Wen  An  district.  I  remember  Mr.  Hung's  sage  advice  to  the  boy, 
who  was  going  to  leave  our  service  at  that  point,  and  wdio  cried,  "  I  do 
not  fear  for  myself,  but  I  tliink  of  my  tiya  and  my  ma  (father  and  mother). 
^'  Don't  be  afraid  afterwards,"  was  the  sage  advice  of  Helper  Hung.  Here 
we  find  the  secret  of  his  patience  in  his  frequent  long  journeys,  over  un- 
speakable roads,  iw  springless  cart,  or  donkey,  or  afoot :  When  difficulty 
is  overcome,  put  it  behind  you.     "  Don't  fear  afterwards." 

The  gallv  dressed  and  smiling  gentleman  in  the  center  does  not  suggest 
a  humble  sufterer  for  Christ's  sake,  but  Mr.  Ming's  wife  makes  his  home 
most  unhappy.  She  and  his  brother's  widow  unite  in  cursing  him  with 
curses  deep  and  long,  uttered  often  in  the  open  court,  that  all  the  neigh- 
bors may  hear.  And  why?  Because  he  no  longer  worships  at  the  house- 
hold shrines,  of  which  in  this  comfortable  house  there  are  a  number.  Not 
content  with  this  they  go  a  step  furtiier,  and  revile  the  Christian  religion 
and  all  its  followers.  He  dare  not  take  a  friend  home,  for  fear  the  storm 
may  burst  about  his  ears.  The  affection  and  sympatliy  he  ought  to  find  at 
home  he  gets  in  the  group  of  Christians,  where  you  see  him  seated;  but 
no  persecution,  he  says,  shall  alter  his  determination  to  follow  Christ. 

Now  you  should  look  upon  another  group,*  and  find  the  tall  figure  stan'd- 
ing  in  tlie  middle  wnth  hands  clasped.     This  woman,  Mrs.  Chang,  went 

*  See  page  97. 
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to  the  cheerless  place  brother  Ming  calls  home,  hoping  to  make  friends 
with  the  women  and  persuade  them  to  better  things,  but  a  very  cold  wel- 
come she  got !  So  it  often  is.  She  has  in  her  possession  the  good  news, 
but  those  who  need  to  hear  it  most  often  turn  away,  so  she  needs  grace, 
and  tact,  and  courage.  It  is  easy  to  speak  of  Christ  in  a  revival  meeting, 
and  we  have  such  in  China.  It  is  easy  to  show  His  spirit  when  all  about 
us  are  loving  and  sympathetic  ;  but  to  meet  patiently  the  sneer  and  innu- 
endo, to  soften  the  hard  heart,  and  inspire  confidence,  this  is  a  task  that 
needs  an  angel's  gifts.  Yet  this  woman,  now  so  efficient  in  the  Lord's 
service,  was  an  unbeliever  herself  ten  years  ago,  and  spent  her  time  at 
the  gaming  tables  of  her  select  friends.  The  Manchu  women — she  is  one 
— are  tempted  in  this  way  on  account  of  their  assured  income,  which,  if 
small,  is  regular;  and  much  goes  for  wine  and  gambling  debts,  if  not,  as 
often,  for  opium. 

Next  her,  to  her  right,  is  Mrs.  Ah,  our  crown  of  rejoicing.  Born  and 
bred  in  Peking,  yet  cheerfully  going  from  point  to  point  in  the  country, 
eating  unaccustomed  food,  and  meeting  with  the  simple  village  folk  in 
station  classes,  and  in  her  visits  to  them  singly,  when  together  they  study 
the  truth,  to  her  native  strength  of  character  are  being  added  sweetness  and 
light.  Her  eldest  daughter  has  passed  to  the  better  country  since  I  left 
Peking,  and  Mrs.  Ah  writes  of  her  loss  just  as  one  of  us  might  do.  Human 
longing  for  the  dear  one  is  joined  with  belief  that  for  the  daughter  it  is 

far  better." 

In  the  work  our  Bible  women  do,  only  second  in  importance  to  the  tell- 
ing of  the  gospel,  is  the  illustrating  of  its  truths  in  their  daily  lives.  They 
must  contend  against  the  tendency  to  uncharitableness  and  spiritual  pride 
in  their  own  hearts.  They  must  have  the  love  that  hopeth  all  things. 
There  are  the  evil  judgments  of  others  to  live  down.  To  do  this  they  need 
your  earnest  prayers  to  Him  who  has  promised  to  guard  us  from  stumbling. 


JAPAN. 

A  WORD  WITH  WOULD-BE  GIVERS. 

BY  ELLEN  EMERSON   CARV,  A.  B.  C.  F.  M. 

The  question  is  sometimes  asked,  "How  can  we  help  our  missionaries 
outside  our  regular  gifts  to  the  Woman's  Board?" 

Judging  from  what  I  know  of  Japan  and  your  workers  there,  it  is  easv  to 
say  that  beyond  your  contributions  you  can  add  much  of  personal  comfort, 
cheer,  and  help  to  your  sisters  abroad.    One  does  not  have  to  be  long  on 
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mission  soil  to  discover  that  the  women 
representing  the  Woman's  Board  hold 
a  unique  place.  I  sometimes  question 
whether  Max  O'Rell,  who,  if  he  could 
be  born  again,  would  like  to  be  born  an 
American  woman,  would  not,  if  he  had 
been  familiar  with  missions,  have  added 
*'an  American  woman  under  the  Wom- 
an's Board  "  They  are  the  Evas  of  The 
Shonberg-Cotta  Family,  being  the  all- 
important  factor  in  many  lives.  They 
have  time  to  attend  to  every  one's  heart- 
ache but  their  own  ;  leisure  from  their 
own  trials  to  soothe  and  sympathize 
with  others  ;  the  ones  wlio  seem  to  for- 
get that  they  have  any  limit  to  physical 
endurance,  and  can  always  take  up  "  one 
class  more";  ready  to  uncomplainingly 
have  dinner  two  hours  late,  or  lose  it  entirely,  if  callers  come  at  the  wrong 
hour  ;  ready  to  walk  miles  through  rain  and  mud  to  attend  a  Bible  class, 
if  there  is  not  money  enough  in  the  treasury  to  allow  the  Bible  woman  and 
missionary  botii  to  ride;  ready  to  sit  on  the  floor,  and  sleep  on  the  floor, 
and  eat  Japanese  for  weeks  at  a  time  in 
order  to  do  touring  work  in  country  dis- 
tricts. Tliese  are  the  women  whom  you 
say  you  would  like  to  help.  Surely  none 
are  more  worth\'. 

First,  let  them  feel  that  you  are  per- 
sonally remembering  tliem'  every  day 
by  your  prayers.  "More  things  are 
wrought  by  prayer  than  this  world 
•dreams  of."  One  of  your  women  told 
me  that  she  was  helped  verv  greatly  by 
knowing  that  she  was  prayed  for  by 
name  every  Sabbath  for  some  seven 
years  in  her  old  Sunday  school  here  in 
the  home  land. 

Send  them  a  letter  once  in  a  while 
which    does    not    require  an  answer. 

Especially  if  one  has  not  many  home  ^j.^.  ^.  gulick. 
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ties,  sucli  letters  are  a  wonderful  com- 
fort. Most  of  the  missionaries  sent  by 
the  Woman's  Board  have  homes  of 
their  own.  Sometimes  two  or  more  are 
together,  and  again,  if  necessity  re- 
quires, they  are  alone,  An\'  gifts  to 
them  which  will  make  their  homes  more 
American  will  be  acceptable,  as  books, 
magazines,  a  restful  picture,  a  bit  of 
china,  glass,  silver,  or  linen  for  the 
table,  a  sofa  pillow,  lamp,  rug,  doily, 
or  anything  that  you  would  enjoy  see- 
ing in  your  own  home.  Many  of  the 
missionaries  give  of  their  limited  means 
until  they  often  deny  themselves  that 
which  they  most  desire,  new  books  ;  and 
so,  in  Pauline  fashion,  I  would  beg  you 
to  remember  to  send  the  other  things, 
but  especiall}-  the  books.  These  sisters  are  many  thousand  miles  from 
libraries,  and  lectures,  and  concerts  :  send  them  some  new  book,  which  you 
have  found  both  entertaining  and  restful,  from  tlie  reading  of  which  they 
will  go  forth  to  their  duties  stronger,  and  grateful  to  vou  withal. 

In  more  personal  gifts  might  be  mentioned  such 
things  as  a  heavv  travelins:  rus",  felt  or  worsted 
slippers,  and  always  any  little  personal  adornment 
which  would  make  one  feel  less  antiquated. 

For  the  direct  work,  if  one  is  visiting  hospitals, 
scrapbooks  made  of  pretty  pictures  or  of  Bible 
pictures,  with  blanks  left  for  inserting  Bible  verses  ; 
illustrated  books,  cards, — secondhand  ones  ??s  good 
as  any  if  unsoiled  ;  dolls  which  can  be  undressed  ; 
and  stereoscopes,  with  views,  have  all  been  tried 
and  found  useful.  Sunday-school  charts  which 
have  finished  their  year  of  usefulness  at  home, 
might  the  next  year  be  sent  abroad.  One  sucii  in 
a  Christian  woman's  room  in  a  hospital  proved  a 

text  for  many  a  sermon,  as  the  stories  were  told  from  day  to  day,  doctors, 
nurses,  and   patients  coming  each  day  to  see  tlie  new  picture. 

The  missionary  often  wishes  to  invite  classes  of  bovs  antl  girls  to  her 
home.     At  such  times  games  which  do  not  require  a  knowledge  of  the 
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English  language  are  a  great  help  in  furnishing  lighter  entertainment  for 
the  guests.  Under  such  a  list  might  be  mentioned  dissected  pictures  or 
maps,  reversi,  pigs  in  clover,  game  of  14,  tiddle-de-winks,  marble  sol- 
itaire, crokonole,  octo,  jack  straws,  or  any  mechanical  toys.  For  the 
kindergarten,  illustrated  books,  scrapbooks,  dolls,  and  toys  are  of  service 
on  rainy  days. 

American  teachers  often  get  inspiration  for  their  work  by  lectures  or 
magazine  articles.  They  may  not  be  able  to  share  the  lecture  with  another, 
but  the  magazine  article  might  be  marked  and  sent  to  one  of  the  teachers, 
who  otherwise  migiit  not  see  it. 

In  Japan,  among  other  things,  your  women  have  work  in  Sunday 
schools,  boys'  and  girls'  schools,  night  and  ragged  schools,  children's 
clubs,  industrial  classes,  sewing  circles,  hospital  and  house-to-house  visita- 
tion, kindergartens,  and  evangelistic  touring.  Now,  if  one  is  interested  in 
some  especial  line  of  work,  why  not  choose  a  missionary  who  is  working  in 
that  way,  and  supplement  her  work  as  much  as  possible.^  Find  out  from 
her  what  would  help  her  most,  and  then  may  there  be  joy  on  both  sides  of 
the  globe, — in  your  heart  for  giving,  and  in  hers  for  being  better  equipped, 
and  thus  made  more  useful  in  the  Master's  service. 

[If  space  permitted  we  would  be  glad  to  give  our  readers  the  faces  of  all 
our  missionaries  in  Japan  in  connection  with  Mrs.  Gary's  kindly  letter,  but 
since  we  must  make  a  selection  we  have  taken  our  four  ladies  in  Osaka. — Ed.] 


MICRONESIA. 
A  VISIT  TO  PONAPE  IN  1897. 

BY  MRS.  S.  J.  PRICE. 

Three  long  whistles,  to  the  great  delight  of  the  native  boys  and  girls  ;  the 
engine  throbbed,  the  vessel  answered  to  her  helm,  and  away  we  went  out  of 
the  quiet  waters  of  our  lagoon  into  the  tempestuous  sea  on  the  way  to  Ponape. 
How  often  we  had  longed  to  see  this  beautiful  island,  cradle  of  the  gospel  in 
the  Carolines,  and  now  our  longings  were  to  be  satisfied.  Only  three  hun- 
dred miles  from  Ruk,  but  the  wind  and  sea  were  against  us,  so  we  were 
longer  reaching  Lukunor,  our  first  stopping  place  in  the  Mortlock  Islands, 
than  we  should  have  been  completing  the  whole  distance.  We  were  on  the 
Morning  Star,  and  as  she  had  not  been  among  these  islands  for  some  time 
her  coming  was  a  great  event  to  the  people. 

We  anchored  in  the  lagoon  just  at  dusk,  but  the  people  could  see  what 
vessel  it  was,  and  a  large  number  of  men  liastened  on  board.    "  Oh,  how 
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glad  my  heart  was,"  one  young  man  said,  "  wlien  I  saw  that  it  was  really 
our  dear  ship,  Morning  Star  !  "  The  next  morning  we  went  ashore  to  a 
service.  I  shall  long  remember  the  pretty  picture  which  greeted  our  eyes 
as  we  drew  near  the  shore.  The  low  coral  island  only  a  few  feet  above  the 
sea  level,  the  white  beach  lined  with  the  tall  cocoanut  trees,  shining  in  the 
morning  sun,  back  of  this  the  luxuriant  tropical  ferns  and  foliage  ;  and  in 
the  midst  of  all  this  verdure  the  large  church  and  the  teacher's  house,  the 
people  in  bright  blue,  and  red,  and  white  clothing  coming  in  crowds  along 
the  beach,  and  the  blue,  blue  waters  of  the  lagoon  around  all, — a  painter  need 
want  nothing  more  picturesque.  As  we  came  up  to  the  wharf  how  the 
people  crowded  around  us  !  I  shook  hands,  and  smiled,  and  said,  J^an  Allim.^ 
till  I  felt  like  an  automaton.  The  service  was  an  interesting  one.  Captain 
Bray  was  not  strong  enough  to  go  on  shore,  as  he  was  only  convalescent 
from  the  fever  which  he  had  in  Ruk,  but  several  of  his  officers  accompanied 
us  and  gave  greetings  to  the  ^oeople,  which  Mr.  Price  translated  to  them  in 
their  own  language.  The  teacher,  who  is  also  the  pastor,  and  his  wife  were 
delighted  to  see  us,  and  the  little  presents  sent  by  friends  froni  the  home 
land  cheered  and  encouraged  them  in  their  work.  It  has  been  many  years 
since  the  gospel  was  first  preached  in  these  (the  Mortlock)  islands,  and  the 
people  are  practically  evangelized.  The  absence  of  heathen  dress,  horrid 
earrings,  and  nasty  paint,  was  refreshing.  This  was,  however,  a  flying 
visit,  so  we  soon  lifted  anchor  and  sailed  away. 

We  visited  seven  stations  in  this  way,  and  then  set  our  sails  for  Ponape. . 
We  arrived  there  Wednesday  morning,  and  as  we  stood  on  her  deck,  as 
she  steamed  slowly  into  the  harbor,  our  hearts  were  thrilled  with  varied 
emotions.  Beautiful !  beautiful  I  were  the  words  which  came  to  our  lips  as 
we  viewed  the  little  town  which  composed  the  Spanish  colony  on  Ponape. 
It  is  built  on  the  old  mission  premises,  and  our  thoughts  went  back  to  those 
peaceful  days  before  the  Spanish  came  to  mar  and  to  destroy.  Our  hearts 
burned  within  us  as  we  remembered  the  insults  and  wrongs  of  this  innocent 
people,  whose  only  crime  had  been  that  they  did  not  want  their  lands  seized, 
their  most  beautiful  daughters  taken  for  prostitutes,  and  their  own  liberty 
destroyed.  Earnest  prayer  went  up  that  God  would  free  them  from  the 
oppressor.  How  little  did  we  think  that  it  would  come  the  way  it  has.  We 
waited  for  some  sign  from  the  shore,  and  presently  a  boat  put  out  and  came 
toward  us.  They  drew  up  alongside  our  ship,  but  called  up  that  they  could 
not  come  on  board  till  we  put  up  a  yellow  flag.  The  captain  said,  "  We 
have  none."  "Anything  yellow  will  do,  but  there  must  be  a  yellow  flag 
before  we  can  come  on  board,"  was  the  answer.  They  waited  alongside 
the  vessel  in  the  broiling  sun  while  the  captain  hunted  for  the  desired  bit  of 
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yellow  cloth  ;  finally  something  was  found  which  would  do,  and  as  its  dirtv 
folds  unfurled  the  majestic  officers  mounted  to  our  deck.  They  examined 
our  health  papers,  gave  us  permission  to  go  on  siiore  and  to  take  down  our 
yellow  flag.  Captain  Bray  remarked  that  this  yellow  flag  business  was 
something  new,  and  he  thought  he  would  have  a  decent  one  before  he  made 
that  port  again.  Tiiey  also  gave  us  permission  to  go  around  to  Henrv  Nan- 
apie's  place,  which  had  not  been  allowed  on  previous  visits.  As  he  was 
gone  on  a  trip  to  Ruk  we  did  not  avail  ourselves  of  this  privilege.  We  did 
not  see  much  of  the  Spanish  till  after  the  Star  left  us,  which  she  did  on 
Friday  morning.  We  were  going  home  on  our  little  schooner,  the  Robert 
W\  Logan,  and  she  had  not  yet  arrived,  so  we  must  wait  somewhere  till  she 
came,  as  the  Star  was  in  a  hurry  to  be  on  her  way  to  Kusaie.  A  German 
trader,  whose  wife  was  away  at  the  time,  kindly  offered  us  his  home,  so  we 
went  there.  It  was  adjoining  his  saloon,  which  was  crowded  with  Spaniards 
and  natives  from  morning  till  late  at  night ;  but  it  was  the  best  we  could  do, 
and  missionaries  learn  not  to  be  too  particular.  We  thought  we  should  be 
afraid  to  let  Mr.  Price  out  of  our  sight,  at  first,  but  as  we  grew  accustomed 
to  our  new  quarters  the  fear  wore  away  somewhat. 

How  my  heart  went  out  in  pity  to  those  poor  Spanish  boys  whom  we  saw 
passing  and  repassing  the  house  all  day  long,  so  young,  few  of  them  much 
over  twenty,  but  with  the  deep  lines  of  dissipation  and  wickedness  so  plainly 
written  on  their  faces  that  all  might  read.  On  Sunday  morning  crowds  of 
natives  came  to  early  mass,  and  then  to  the  saloon  to  drink  and  carouse  till 
all  their  money  was  gone,  and  then  home ;  many  of  them  so  drunk  they 
could  scarcely  get  there.  As  Henry  Nanapie  said,  Spanish  rum  had  done 
what  Spanish  bullets  could  not  do.  The  governor,  a  pleasant  gentleman, 
told  Mr.  Price  to  bring  us  up  to  his  home  after  noon,  because  the  soldiers 
v»^ould  be  off'  duty  at  2  p.  m.,  and  he  said.it  was  no  place  for  ladies  down 
there.  We  went  up  to  his  home,  but  as  the  barracks  were  right  across,  and 
as  the  soldiers  were  having  a  succession  of  cock  fights,  it  was  anj  thing  but 
quiet  there.  The  yelling  was  equal  to  that  done  at  a  football  game  in 
America. 

There  was  a  Sabbath  on  that  island,  however,  away  around  on  the  other 
side  of  the  island,  where  the  people  were  stanch  and  true  ;  where  they  had 
resisted  every  effort  of  the  priests  to  crush  out  the  religion  given  them  by 
the  missionary  fathers  ;  and  though  they  had  suffered  persecutions  and  trials 
not  a  few,  God's  Word  was  read,  and  the  people  gathered  in  their  churches 
and  worshiped  him.  What  these  people  have  endured  shows  how  the  reli- 
gion of  Christ  makes  even  the  weak  South-sea  islander  strong  when  once  it 
takes  possession  of  him.    I  had  a  strange  experience  Saturday  night.  The 
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English  interpreter  came  in  to  call  on  us.  He  is  a  half-caste,  having  an 
American  father  and  a  Manila  woman  for  motiier.  He  told  me  how  very 
sick  his  little  baby  was,  and  that  they  thought  it  would  not  live  till  morning. 
I  thought  he  wanted  me  to  go  to  see  it,  and  as  it  was  only  a  few  weeks  since 
we  had  laid  our  own  little  i\gnes  to  rest,  my  heart  was  very  tender  for  a 
sorrowing  mother.  Mr,  Price  could  not  go  with  me,  as  that  would  leave 
Miss  Foss  alone  in  the  house,  so  lifting  my  heart  to  God  for  protection  I 
passed  out  into  the  night  with  him. 

When  we  reached  his  house  he  took  me  in  to  see  the  baby,  and  I  saw  that 
it  was  not  so  very  sick.  I  told  them  I  did  not  think  the  baby  would  die, 
and  they  seemed  to  feel  relieved.  The  man  was  half  drunk,  and  what  I  lis- 
tened to  during  the  next  hour  !  He  raved  against  the  Spanish, — nothing  was 
too  bad  to  say  about  them.  You  can  see  what  a  place  I  was  in.  I  must  not 
assent  to  one  word  he  said,  and  yet  I  must  not  cross  him.  I  asked  God  to 
lielp  me  to  simply  hold  a  neutral  ground,  and  not  let  one  word  slip  which 
might  be  used  against  us.  They  gave  me  some  oranges  which  they  said 
came  from  the  priest's  house,  and  which  I  knew  were  from  trees  planted  by 
our  Mr.  Logan.  I  saved  the  seeds  and  planted  them  on  Ruk.  The  other 
four  children  had  wakened  and  were  all  up  ;  so  when  I  decided  that  I  must 
go,  the  mother  called  a  native  boy  and  gave  the  baby  to  him,  and  father, 
mother,  and  all  four  children  accompanied  me  home.  How  Miss  Foss  and 
I  laughed  after  they  were  gone,  about  my  going  to  see  a  dying  baby,  and 
the  whole  family  escorting  me  home  and  leaving  the  baby  for  a  native  to 
take  care  of.  They  afterwards  went  up  into  the  saloon,  and  we  heard  them 
go  home  after  eleven  o'clock.  The  next  day  I  saw  the  mother,  and  she  said 
the  baby  was  all  right ;  that  it  had  a  boil  which  had  caused  the  fever.  Our 
schooner  came  Sunday  morning,  and  we  were  not  sorry  on  Monday  to  bid 
farewell  to  Ponape  and  all  its  sorrows,  and  sail  away  for  our  own  dear  Ruk. 


The  shepherd  thinks  of  the  straying, 

Far  off  on  the  distant  hill ; 
He  hears  where  the  lambs  are  bleating, 

And  lovingly  seeks  them  still. 
A  purpose  of  love  is  purposed, 

As  open  the  fold-gates  swing : 
I  have  other  sheep,  he  whispers; 

Them  also  I  must  bring. 


-  To  give  ligbli  to  them  that  sit  in  darKf?ess  k-^'^;*- 

IN  A  CHINESE  VILLAGE. 

BY  MISS   ABBY  G.  CHAPIN. 
(Abridged.) 

To  Christian  Endeavorers  :  Chovv-nai-nal,  who  is  one  of  our  Bible 
women,  and  I  have  come  out  to  this  village  for  a  couple  of  weeks'  work. 

As  this  is  the  first  time  any  lady  has  been  here  except  for  a  day's  work, 
and  as  the  native  preacher  who  is  stationed  here  is  unfortunately  an  unmar- 
ried man,  which  debars  him  from  such  work,  there  has  been  little  done 
among  the  women  of  the  place,  yet  there  are  several  who  number  themselves 
among  the  little  company  of  Christians  here. 

I  wonder  what  some  of  your  questions  would  be.  Where  do  we  stay.'* 
In  two  rooms  of  a  brick  and  mud  house,  one  storied,  damp  earth  floor, 
papered  windowed  ;  but  the  walls  have  been  freshly  papered  with  white 
paper  for  our  sakes,  and  a  new  mat  put  on  the  mud  kang  ox  platform,  where 
we  sit  in  the  daytime  and  spread  our  quilts  to  sleep  at  night.  One  room  we 
use  to  keep  our  things  and  to  eat  in,  while  the  other  is  reception  room  and 
bedroom  combined,  as  the  kang  is  warmed  by  the  flue  from  the  kettle  in  the 
outer  room  where  we  cook,  and  this  cool  November  weather  one  is  thankful 
for  that,  since  there  is  no  other  fire  ;  but  let  it  get  too  warm  when  the  even- 
ing meal  is  cooked,  and  we  poor  foreigners,  who  do  not  appreciate  the  lux- 
ury of  hot  bricks  with  only  a  thin  mattress  or  a  folded  quilt  over  them,  are 
likely  to  spend  a  somewhat  restless  night. 
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What  do  I  wear?  Blue  or  black  cotton  cloth  clothes  and  wooden-soled 
shoes,  while  my  hair  is  pinned  low  in  the  neck  with  a  few  little  blue  and 
silver  pins.  It  is  not  an  especialh'  pretty  or  becoming  costume,  but  it 
pleases  them  and  is  certainly  a  help  in  this  sort  of  work. 

What  do  we  eat?  Well,  that  is  not  quite  so  easy  to  tell.  I  let  the  Bible 
woman  do  the  real  cooking,  for  I  don't  think  I  could  do  it  to  suit  her.  I 
can  get  down  and  poke  at  the  cornstalks  under  the  kettle,  so  keeping  up 
the  fire,  and  do  other  little  things  to  help,  but  she  has  to  make  the  millet 
gruel  or  corn  hoecakes  (just  corn  meal  mixed  with  water  and  steamed  on 
the  sides  of  the  kettle),  or  the  rice  or  big,  flat,  unleavened  cakes  of  wiiite 
flour.  You  might  laugh  to  see  us  at  mealtime,  with  a  little  table  on  the 
kang  between  us,  sitting  Turk  fashion.  The  newspaper  tablecloth  is  my  un- 
necessary addition,  as  well  as  the  napkin  I  use;  but  the  bowl  and  pair  of 
chopsticks  for  each,  and  the  dish  in  the  middle,  which  holds  the  steamed 
cabbage  and  beans,  are  the  only  table  furnishings  required  by  modest  people. 

And  how  about  the  work?  In  such  a  place  and  at  such  a  time  it  has  to 
be  very  irregular.  As  we  have  only  two  meals  a  day  our  breakfast  is  quite 
late,  giving  time  for  Bible  study  and  quiet  before.  Then  we  generally  wait 
for  the  women  to  come  in,  sometimes  only  one  or  two,  and  again  quite  a 
group  ;  but  it  gives  a  better  chance  for  thorough,  careful  teaching  and  per- 
sonal work,  than  when  there  is  a  noisy,  unruly  crowd.  We  have  been  out 
afternoons  to  the  three  other  homes  in  the  village  where  Christians  invited 
us,  at  each  of  wliich  a  group  of  neighbors  came  in  to  listen  ;  and  there  were 
some  who  listened  so  well,  acknowledging  that  it  must  be  the  "true  wav," 
but  their  "  friends  and  neighbors  would  talk  so  if  they  followed  it."  Tliere 
is  an  old  lady  from  a  village  four  miles  distant  who  came  over  to  the  Sun- 
day meeting,  and  we  invited  her  to  stay  two  days  with  us.  She  has  been  a 
Christian  only  a  year,  and  is  being  much  persecuted  by  her  relatives,  but  is 
so  steadfast  and  so  happy  in  her  faith.  She  went  around  to  her  relatives 
and  friends  in  this  village,  testifying  to  what  the  Lord  has  done  for  her,  and 
inviting  them  to  come  and  hear.  She  has  given  up  her  pipe  and  wants  to 
unbind  her  feet,  both  of  which,  especially  the  latter,  it  usually  takes  the  con- 
verts a  long  while  to  come  to  the  point  of  doing. 

We  have  been  to  three  other  villages,  also,  one  of  them  for  the  first  time. 
I  think  you  would  have  smiled  to  see  us  stringing  along  in  a  row  on  little 
donkeys.  They  have  no  saddles  but  a  pack,  which  is  really  like  a  bag  partly 
filled  with  bran,  so  that  it  is  full  at  both  ends  and  makes  a  flat  place  on  top 
when  fastened  over  the  donkey's  back.  With  a  stirrup  one  can  learn  to  bal- 
ance one's  self,  but  when  that  is  lacking  it  is  rather  an  uncertain  seat. 

At  Yung-le-tien,  where  we  spent  five  weeks  and  held  a  very  interesting 
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station  class  over  a  year  ago,  the  little  company  of  Christian  women  who 
were  near  enough  gathered  at  the  helper's  house  when  they  heard  we  were 
coming,  so  we  had  time  for  a  precious  little  prayer  meeting.  The  blind 
woman's  daughter  looked  so  sad  and  subdued  that  I  inquired  the  cause,  and 
found  that  she  had  at  last  been  married  to  the  wretched  gambler  to  whom 
she  was  betrothed  when  a  baby,  and  he  will  not  support  her,  so  she  is  living 
again  with  her  blind  parents,  who  are  very  poor  themselves.  Two  of  the 
women  have  lost  their  husbands  since  last  I  saw  them,  and  all  were  feeling 
the  effects  of  tlie  fear  and  suspicion  of  their  friends  and  neighbors  in  these 
troubled  times  ;  so  tlie  meeting  took  the  form  of  a  "  comfort  meeting,"  opened 
with  some  of  God's  precious  promises,  and  I  wish  you  could  have  heard  the 
prayers  that  followed.  They  would  have  given  vou  a  new  realization  of 
what  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  means  to  tliese  dear  women. 


HELPS  FOR  LEADERS. 

(  Concluded  from  February  niunbcr.^ 

THE  COVENANT   AS   SEE\   BY   LEADERS  OF  BANDS   OF   DAUGHTERS   OF  THE 

COVENANT. 

The  third  question  asked  of  those  who  have  had  experience  with  the 
Covenant  received  small  variety  of  reply. 

Third,  Is  it  a  help  or  inspiration  to  those  who  have  signed? 

Yes,  indeed,  in  many  w^ays.  I  will  mention  only  one  fiict :  an  increase 
in  attendance  at  meetings.  Tegular  attendance  and  readiness  to  help  any- 
way." ^'  It  is  a  great  help  to  all  who  sign  it,  because  it  gives  something 
definite  to  attain  to,  and  appeals  to  one."  From  one  who  has  had  wide  ex- 
perience in  several  localities,  "  I  find  that  it  is  a  decided  inspiration,  as  it 
gives  the  girls  a  feeling  of  union  wnth  others  interested  in  the  same  work, 
and  binds  them  to  the  cause  in  a  way  that  is  not  possible  without  some  form 
of  pledge  or  covenant."  From  one  quarter, — only  from  one,  we  are  glad 
to  say, — comes  tlie  sad  story  of  meetings  discontinued  ;  no  interest  felt.  To 
all  members  of  that  society  we  should  like  to  pass  on  tlie  wise  words  of  one 
leader  who  says  they  are  trying  to  make  all  the  members  feel  that  no  paying 
or  not  paying  of  fees  can  undo  the  signing  of  the  Covenant. 

Fourth.    What  methods  are  used  in  your  society? 

By  some  of  our  most  earnest  leaders  tlie  use  of  the  pra3'er  calendar  has 
been  made  a  feature  of  the  work  among  the  Daughters  of  the  Covenant. 
One  "found  it  impossible  to  take  up  all  the  missionaries  mentioned  during 
the  month  at  the  short  time  of  the  meeting.    We  were  just  starting,  and 
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knew  about  but  few.  As  we  were  helping  to  support  the  seven  mission- 
aries of  our  Brancli,  I  selected  these  with  some  others  as  their  date  came, 
and  iiad  them  remembered  by  special  prayer  during  the  meeting."  The 
girls  in  one  society  were  urged  to  enter  upon  the  work  of  a  Christmas  sale 
as  an  offering  of  consecrated  time  and  effort  made  to  the  Master,  and  in  this 
spirit,  as  a  partial  fulfillment  of  their  covenant  pledge,  the  whole  undertak- 
ing was  put  through.  A  membership  committee  in  one  place  has  done  re- 
markably good  work.  "  We  had  a  list  of  all  the  young  women  in  the 
congregation  whom  we  thought  ought  to  belong  to  us.  It  was  the  duty  of 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  to  see  that  these  names  were  divided  among 
the  members  of  the  committee  each  month,  and  a  personal  invitation  given 
them  a  few  days  before  the  meeting.  Such  invitations  thoroughly  carried 
out  make  a  great  difference  in  the  attendance."  Another  society  has  an  en- 
tertainment committee,  whose  business  it  is  to  plan  for  the  one  regular  enter- 
tainment in  the  year,  and  to  speak  to  any  new  members  or  visitors  who  may 
come  to  the  meeting  ;  introducing  them  to  others,  and  urging  them  to  come 
again. 

By  this  same  society  missionary  articles  are  generally  cut  into  short  sec- 
tions, numbered,  and  given  to  several  girls  to  read,  making  a  more  interest- 
ing meeting  by  the  variety  and  the  number  of  participants.  Two  delegates 
are  always  sent  from  this  society  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Branch,  care 
being  taken  to  select  for  this  purpose  one  not  greatly  interested  previously. 
The  expense  of  this  representation  at  the  meeting  is  met  by  a  special  con- 
tribution from  all  the  members. 

We  would  close  this  discussion  of  the  pledge  we  all  love  so  well  with  the 
words  of  one  "Daughter."  She  says,  ''Study  the  Covenant;  memorize  it 
until  it  becomes  most  familiar, — a  very  part  of  yourself." 


rraps  from  mx  Work  §askt. 


CoxTRiBUTioNs  FOR       It  is  a  disappointment  to  be  obliged  to  report  a  fall- 
THE  Month.  ing  off  of  $749.22  in  our  contributions  for  the  month 

ending  January  i8th.  The  generous  gift  reported  last  month,  however,  en- 
ables us  to  report  a  gain  of  $3,780.72  for  the  first  three  months  of  our  finan- 
cial year.  We  must  carefully  keep  in  mind  the  fact  that  to  provide  for  the 
work  in  its  present  limits  we  were  obliged  to  appropriate  nearly  four 
thousand  dollars  more  than  last  year.    It  will  need  the  most  strenuous  and 
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constant  effort  of  the  many  to  meet  the  pledges  made.  We  trust  that  the 
decrease  for  the  month  is  only  a  natural  fluctuation  that  will  be  made  good 
in  the  months  to  come.  Let  us  all  work  and  pray  with  zeal  and  in  faith  to 
this  end. 

Legacies. — In  our  comparative  statements  of  receipts  from  month  to 
month  we  have  not  given  figures  for  legacies,  for  the  reason  that  thev  come 
to  us  in  large  sums, — a  number  of  thousands  of  dollars  coming  in  a  certain 
month  one  year  and  as  manv  hundreds  in  the  same  month  the  followino- 
year, — so  that  no  adequate  comparison  can  be  made  till  the  close  of  the  year. 
We  trust,  however,  that  no  one  will  think  we  do  not  highly  value  the  money 
that  comes  in  this  way.  It  is  a  most  grateful  reminder  of  the  generous 
thought  of  friends  of  other  days,  which  warms  the  heart  of  workers  at  home 
as  well  as  being  an  untold  blessing  to  those  in  such  need  in  other  lands. 
Occasionally  legacies  fail  to  reach  the  place  intended  through  some  inad- 
vertence in  the  phraseology  of  the  will.  The  simplest  form  is  the  best,  as 
follows  :  I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions,  incor- 
porated under  the  laws  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  year  1869,  the  sum  of  . 

Conference  of  The  third  conference,  composed  of  officers  and  dele- 
Woman's  Boards,  gates  from  Woman's  Boards  of  Foreign  Missions  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  was  held  in  New  York  City  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  January  nth  and  12th.  Similar  conferences  were  held  in  1897 
and  1898,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  their  growth  in  numbers  and  value. 
It  fell  to  the  lot  of  our  own  Board  to  "  entertain  "  the  conference  this  year ; 
which  means  that  Broadway  Tabernacle  Church  opened  wide  its  doors  to 
all  comers,  and  provided  charming  lunches  for  officers  and  delegates  on  both 
days.  Congregationalists  felt  very  much  at  home  with  our  President,  Mrs. 
Judson  Smith,  in  the  chair  at  all  the  five  sessions.  Miss  Stanwood  presiding 
at  a  sectional  meeting,  and  listening  to  papers  and  addresses  from  Miss 
Lamson,  Miss  Susan  Hayes  Ward,  Miss  E.  T.  Crosby,  Dr.  Grace  Kimball, 
and  Mrs.  Moses  Smith  of  the  W.  B.  M.  I.  On  Wednesday  the  audience 
was  divided  into  sectional  meetings  for  free  discussion  of  practical  methods 
for  Treasurers,  Secretaries  for  Home  and  Foreign  Work,  Young  People's 
Work,  and  Literature.  Reports  from  these  meetings  were  given  in  the 
afternoon.  The  other  features  of  the  afternoon  were  a  paper  on  "  The  Ideal 
Missionary  Magazine,"  by  Mrs.  Moses  Smith,  followed  by  a  spirited  discus- 
sion, and  a  question  hour — mainly  on  the  topics  "  The  Forward  Movement" 
and  "  The  Advantages  and  Privileges  of  Life  Members,"  conducted  by  Miss 
Clementina  Butler,  of  the  Methodist  Board.  The  evening  session  was  given 
tQi  popular  addresses  ;  on  "  Missionary  Motives,"  by  Mrs.  J.  H.  Knowles,  of 
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the  Methodist  Board  ;  "  The  Relations  of  Foreign  Missions  to  the  Life  and 
Unity  of  the  Ciiurch,"  by  Mrs.  Margaret  E.  Sangster ;  "The  CaroHne 
Islands,"  by  Miss  Crosby.  On  Thursday  morning  there  was  an  educational 
session,  with  papers  on  "  Higher  Education  for  Girls  on  Missionary 
Ground,"  by  Mrs.  John  R.  Mott ;  "  The  Kindergarten  in  Missionary 
Work,"  by  Miss  Lamson  *,  and  "  The  Deyelopment  of  the  Missionary  Spirit 
in  the  Woman's  Colleges  of  America,"  by  Dr,  Kimball.  Thursday  after- 
noon was  giyen  to  various  items  of  business,  a  question  hour,  conducted  by 
Mrs.  E.  S.  Strachan,  of  the  Methodist  Board  in  Canada,  on  "  The  System- 
atic Study  of  Missions  and  Proportionate  Giving. "  At  the  close  a  unique 
and  beautiful  paper  on  "  Our  Lord's  Ideal  of  Christian  Service  "  was  given 
by  Miss  Ward.  A  large  number  of  Boards  were  represented  at  the  confer- 
ence, and  the  two  days  were  full  of  practical  and  valuable  suggestions, 
which  were  eagerly  seized  and  noted  down  by  the  many  expert  workers 
present.    The  evening  session,  also,  was  most  inspiring  and  helpful. 

The  Romance  There  has  just  come  into  the  possession  of  the  Board  a 
OF  Missions.  unique  legacy  from  one  of  the  faithful  workers  in  Turkey  for 
many  years,  Miss  Maria  West.  She  left,  by  will,  to  our  Board  and  to  the 
Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  all  the  re- 
maining copies  of  her  interesting  book,  "  Tlie  Romance  of  Missions,"  with 
the  plates  for  future  editions,  if  desired.  Copies  may  be  obtained  at  the 
Board  Rooms  for  seventy-five  cents  each. 

Life  and  With  this  number  we  commence  a  fourth  decade  in  the  history 
Light.  of  our  magazine.  As  we  review  the  thirty  years  of  its  existence 
we  are  filled  with  gratitude  for  the  blessing  and  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
wi^.'ch  has  given  it  whatever  measure  of  success  it  has  attained.  It  is  a 
pleasure  to  be  able  to  state  that  its  receipts  have  covered  expenses,  so  that  not 
a  dollar  has  been  taken  from  the  treasury  of  tlie  Board  to  meet  any  deficit.  It 
has  gradually  grown  in  size  and  excellence,  and  has  held  its  place  among  the 
multitude  of  publications  that  flood  our  hoines.  A  special  effort  has  been 
made  for  a  decided  increase  in  its  circulation  in  its  thirtieth  year.  The 
matter  has  been  taken  up  by  our  Branches  and  auxiliaries  most  cordially  and 
efficiently,  and  we  are  glad  to  report  encouraging  results.  It  was  especially 
desirable  that  whatever  increase  was  made  should  be  permanent.  We  re- 
joice that  the  plans  that  have  been  laid  are  not  for  the  present  alone  but  for 
the  future.  We  trust  that  everyone  who  reads  these  lines  will  conscientiously 
ask  herself  the  question.  Am  I  doing  what,  with  God's  help,  I  can  to  pro- 
mote just  this  form  of  spreading  abroad  the  knowledge  of  the  progress  of  the 
kingdom  on  the  earth  ? 
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Early  The  custom  of  closing  places  of  business  on  vSaturday  afternoons 

Closixg.  is  becoming  more  and  more  universal  in  winter  as  well  as  in 
summer.  The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Board  have  thought  best  to 
follow  the  general  trend,  and  have  voted  to  close  the  Rooms  at  one  o'clock 
on  Saturday  all  the  year.  We  mention  this  for  the  convenience  of  our 
friends  who  may  be  coming  to  the  city  on  Saturday.  All  the  remaining 
week  days  our  doors  are  open,  and  w^e  are  glad  to  welcome  all  who  come. 

The  Prayer  Calex-        Many  good  words  have  come  to  us  for  our  prayer 
DAR.  calendar  for  1899.    The  increase  in  illustrations,  and 

the  special  care  in  daily  selections,  make  it  one  of  the  best  we  have  issued. 
We  believe  it  cannot  fail  to  be  a  blessing  in  every  way  in  its  silent  appeal 
for  prayer  and  sympathy  for  the  workers  at  the  front,  and  for  the  daughters 
of  sorrow  in  other  lands.  There  are  still  a  few  more  to  be  had  for  those 
who,  by  some  oversight,  liave  failed  to  secure  them. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  RECENT  LETTERS. 

FROM  MRS.   MALCOLM,  OF   UMZUMBE,  SOUTH  AFRICA. 

We  have  reason  to  thank  God  for  the  work  of  grace  in  the  hearts  of  so 
many  of  our  girls.  I  have  most  encouraging  letters  from  time  to  time  from 
those  with  whom  different  girls  have  worked  on  leaving  us,  and  I  do  believe 
that  a  large  proportion  are  enabled  through  grace  to  keep  their  garments 
white,  even  through  severe  temptation.  It  is  early  yet  in  this  term  to  write 
very  definitely  as  to  spiritual  results,  but  we  feel  that  a  good  beginning  has 
been  made.  The  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  evidently  at  work  in  the 
hearts  of  the  Christian  girls,  leading  them  to  realize  their  responsibility  for 
setting  a  good  example  to  the  poor  heathen  girls  who  have  come  in  ;  also 
they  seem  to  be  more  and  more  alive  to  the  need  for  watchfulness  in  prayer, 
that  the  ''besetting  sin  "  may  not  get  the  victory.  The  communion  service 
was  held  in  the  church  here  Sunday  before  last.  Five  of  our  girls  were 
baptized  and  admitted  to  membership.  Verily,  when  you  see  (in  thought) 
the  depth  of  heathen  darkness  from  which  they  have  emerged,  washed  pure 
and  spotless  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  wonder  and  adoration  can  but  fill 
the  soul.  May  He  who  is  able  keep  them  from  falling,  and  finally  present 
them  before  the  throne  with  exceeding  joy.  I  believe  a  great  and  innumer- 
able companv  of  Zulus  will  be  amongst  those  redeemed  souls  who  will  sur- 
round the  throne  to  the  glory  of  tlie  Saviour's  name,  and  only  that  last  great 
day  will  manifest  the  results  of  the  work  of  the  American  Board  here 
through  tlieir  missionaries. 
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FROM  TURKEY. 

May  I  tell  you  ot  the  strange  experience  of  one  of  our  dear,  good  workers, 
Sosey,  formerly  a  teacher  in  the  primary  school  here,  but  for  about  five  years 
teacher  in  a  neighboring  town.  She  graduated  in  '88,  and  has  been  a  most 
faithful  helper  ever  since.  She  is  from  the  village  a  day's  journey  from  here. 
The  strange  experience  is  this  :  she  was  put  into  prison — the  first  incident  of 
this  kind  in  this  field.  She  was  living  in  the  same  house  as  the  preacher  and 
his  family.  Suddenly  one  day  fifteen  police  entered  the  house  and  searched 
everywhere.  The  preacher  was  seized  and  taken  in  custody,  all  books  and 
papers  put  under  seal,  etc.  The  alleged  fault  was  that  a  paper  against  the 
government  was  in  her  possession.  The  fact  is,  that  a  copy  of  an  old  song, 
printed  and  published  about  a  score  of  years  ago,  was  found  in  the  house. 
Dear  Sosey  was  brought  here  as  if  for  trial  ;  it  did  not  result  in  anything. 
She  was  taken  back  to  her  home,  and  after  about  two  months  let  out  on  bail. 
She  is  now  continuing  her  school  there. 

I  was  able  to  go  over  to  see  her  for  ten  days  early  in  September,  and 
visited  four  other  outstations.  Five  new  pupils,  three  of  them  girls,  came 
back  with  me,  and  a  young  man,  a  former  pupil,  to  help  in  the  boys' 
orphanage.  This  my  sister  has  special  care  of.  It  comforts  me  to  reflect 
that  many  dear  Christian  coworkers  pray  for  the  poor  people  of  this  land. 

FROM  THE   REPORT   OF  MRS.  GURUBAI   KARMARKAR,  OF  BOMBAY. 

Several  things  hindered  me  from  opening  my  dispensary  until  the  first  of 
July.  I  attend  to  the  dispensary  patients  in  the  mornings,  and  visit  the 
girls  at  Bowker  Hall  almost  daily.  I  have  the  medical  care  of  about  three 
hundred  boys  and  girls  in  the  mission  boarding  schools,  also  of  Miss 
Abbott's  widows'  home.  Once  I  had  to  get  ready  for  a  journey  of  over 
three  hundred  miles,  with  my  instruments  and  other  necessaries,  within 
twenty  minutes.  I  have  performed  many  operations  ;  one  of  which  saved 
a  Marathi  sirdar  from  taking  another  wife  ;  also  it  saved  the  young  and 
beautiful  wife  from  a  life-long  misery.  A  Marathi  princess,  of  Baroda  (a 
patient  of  mine),  visited  us  not  long  ago.  When  she  alighted  from  the 
train  a  silk  canopy  was  spread  over  her,  and  she  was  thus  taken  to  the 
carriage.  We  had  to  make  special  arrangements  for  her  and  her  retinue. 
On  her  arrival  we  garlanded  her,  and  on  her  departure  we  had  to  do  the 
same.  She  reckons  me  as  her  own  sister.  That  a  Hindu  lady  of  such  high 
rank  should  come  and  visit  Christians  indicates  that  great  changes  are 
taking  place  in  Hindu  society. 

Our  little  adopted  girls  are  a  great  pleasure  to  us,  and  necessarily  some 
care.    You  will  be  pleased  to  know  that  they  frequently  come  and  say  to 
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me  before  retiring,  "  Mother,  we  would  like  to  thank  God  for  the  nice 
things  we  had  to-day."  One  of  them  is  very  fond  of  English  and  music. 
They  can  sing  the  first  stanza  of  the  English  hymn,  "  Ho,  my  Comrades." 

Six  out  of  eight  of  our  famine  orphans  have  passed  their  first  vernacular 
examination.  The  other  two  converts,  for  whom  we  are  also  responsible, 
are  getting  on  well  in  their  studies.  The  money  sent  by  our  kind  American 
friends  is  now  exhausted.  We  have  pledged  to  support  ten  children  (not 
counting  our  two  little  ones).  We  ourselves  have  no  means  of  supporting 
them.  We  trust  in  Him  who  is  the  Father  of  the  fatherless  to  provide  for 
them.    We  earnestly  desire  your  prayers  and  sympathy  for  these  dear  souls. 

We  sincerely  thank  you  for  your  interest  in  us,  shown  by  your  personal 
letters  and  gifts,  also  for  magazines  and  papers  kindly  sent  by  some. 

Extracts  from  family  letters  from  Satara,  India,  kindly  furnished  by  Mrs.  H.  P. 
Bruce  : — 

December  1st. — Just  as  I  was  ready  for  bed  last  night  there  came  a  knock 
on  my  door.  Arnanda  Krishnaji,  who  came  in  from  Arili  the  day  before, 
was  sick  with  high  fever  and  a  bubo.  I  went  down  to  see  him.  The  native 
doctor  was  sent  for,  and  pronounced  it  plague.  The  ambulance  was  sent 
for,  and  the  whole  household  was  sent  oft'  to  quarantine  at  two  o'clock.  Tiiis 
morning  we  have  had  all  four  houses  in  that  row  vacated  and  disinfected  by 
the  municipal  people,  and  the  tiles  taken  oft' the  roof.  Word  also  comes  that 
there  is  plague  near  Kassimbhai's  house,  and  that  all  the  people  in  that 
vicinity  are  ordered  into  segregation.  David  went  to  the  chief,  but  could  get 
no  relaxation  of  the  order.  We  do  not  know  what  a  day  or  a  niglit  may 
bring  forth. 

December  2d. — I  am  just  back  from  my  zenana  visiting.  Last  night  I 
went  to  the  Wadu  Plague  Camp  to  see  Arnanda  Krishnaji.  I  hardly  meant 
to  step  inside  the  hospital  building,  but,  not  being  afraid,  the  sight  of 
Pretabai's  grief-stricken  countenance  and  the  sound  of  her  lamentations 
drew  me  in.  Arnanda  had  high  fever,  and  though  he  looked  at  me 
could  not  see  or  recognize  me.  I  saw  his  bubo,  vv^hich  the  English  nurse 
called  a  "  nastv  "  one.  She  seemed  to  have  little  hope  of  his  recovery.  I 
quieted  Pretabai  and  prayed  with  her,  tiien  came  home,  changed  my  clothes, 
and  had  a  bath. 

December  8th. — Little  Arnanda  Krishnaji  died  very  suddenly  Saturday 
morning  in  the  plague  hospital.  I  sent  Krislinaji  Hiwali  and  Shiveram 
Master,  both  of  whom  had  been  inoculated,  to  have  a  prayer  before  the  body 
was  burned  by  the  government  people.  They  were  not  allowed  to  go  very 
near,  but  standing  at  a  distance  they  had  a  prayer,  and  then  the  body  was 
burned.    The  whole  family  are  still  in  the  quarantine  camp.    It  will  be  very 
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strange  if  Pretabai  does  not  come  down  with  the  plague,  as  she  was  over 
Amanda  all  the  time  from  beginning  to  the  end. 

December  14th. — Just  about  dark  we  received  a  note  from  a  doctor  at  the 
plague  hospital  saying  there  was  a  young  woman  in  the  hospital  who  Iiad 
recovered  from  the  plague  and  was  ready  to  be  discharged,  but  she  had  no 
place  to  go  to,  and  would  we  take  her?  We  drove  up  there  immediately 
and  saw  her — a  nice-looking  girl,  a  Mohammedan.  We  brought  her  home 
with  us,  and  put  her  in  a  tent  with  Pretabai.  I  hope  she  will  turn  out  better 
than  most  of  such  cases  do. 

Deceniber  20th. — We  have  had  rather  a  quiet  week,  which  is  very  pleas- 
ant after  the  many  disturbances  and  sudden  alarms  of  the  previous  weeks. 
The  plague  seems  to  be  subsiding  so  far  as  appears,  although  we  are  still 
under  plague  restrictions.  ...  I  wrote  you  last  week  about  the  Mussulmani 
woman  that  we  had  taken  in  from  the  plague  hospital.  She  is  doing  well, 
and  seems  to  be  a  quiet,  industrious  person.  Dr.  Manohar,  who  is  in  charge 
of  that  hospital,  is  a  Christian  doctor,  the  son-in-law  of  our  teacher.  He 
arranged  for  the  woman  to  come  here.  Well !  it  stirred  up  a  good  deal  of 
excitement  in  the  city,  and  I  hear  that  the  people  have  petitioned  the  collector 
to  dismiss  Manohar.  The  people  would  much  prefer  to  have  the  woman 
return  to  her  infamous  life  in  the  city,  rather  than  that  she  should  become  a 
Christian  and  live  a  decent  life. 


The  Risen  Lord's  Great  Gift. — John  xiv.  16,  17;  xvi.  7-14. 

When  our  Lord  was  speaking  these  words  concerning  what  was  to  come 
when  he  should  have  ascended  on  high,  he  was  revealing  the  anticipation 
of  the  joy  that  was  set  before  him.  The  more  we  understand  his  great 
heart  in  his  love  of  giving  to  and  caring  for  his  own  redeemed  ones,  the 
better  we  can  enter  into  the  mysterious  tenderness  of  these  words.  While 
he  desired  us  to  follow  him  into  heavenly  places,  and  to  appropriate  riches 
in  glory,  and  to  think  of  him  as  welcoming  one  after  another  of  the  heirs 
of  the  kingdom,  he  well  knew  that  we  should  still  be  on  the  earth.  He 
himself  had  lived  here  and  knew  our  limitations,  dangers,  and  needs.  Our 
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weak  and  uncertain  faith  was  not  to  be  left  to  flights  into  the  heavens, 
but  was  to  be  fully  equipped  for  every  day  of  life  here  below. 

The  preface  to  the  revelation  of  the  Divine  plan  for  our  daily  strength, 
and  joy,  and  service  must  not  be  overlooked.  There  is  to  be  the  touch  ot 
the  personality  of  our  Lord — a  response  in  love  and  obedience,  and  a  readi- 
ness for  service.  In  simple  language,  we  must  know  that  we  have  been 
born  into  a  life  that  may  well  be  called  eternal  life  for  the  great  breadth 
of  its  outlook,  for  the  relief  from  the  burden  of  sin,  and  for  complete  change 
of  purpose  to  do  alwavs  those  things  that  please  him. 

Our  Lord  reveals  the  coming  One  with  a  simplicity  ot  language  that 
conveys  to  us  the  need  of  spiritual  vision  to  comprehend  it.  We  are  ready 
at  once  to  ask,  Is  there  such  a  personality  now  in  my  daily  life  and 
thought.?  If  I  am  told,  ''Ye  know  him;  he  dwelleth  with  you,  and  shall 
be  ill  you,"  what  am  I  to  do  if  there  comes  over  me  a  cloud  of  uncertainty 
about  it? 

We  are  never  left  in  doubt  as  to  the  meaning  of  our  Lord's  own  words. 
We  can  always  ask  and  expect  his  revelation  of  his  own  teaching.  We 
need  to  notice  the  startling  sentence,  "  Whom  the  world  cannot  receive, 
because  it  seeth  him  not,  neither  knovveth  him."  This  is  the  searchlight 
as  to  a  clear  knowledge  of  the  personality  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  If  we  would 
know  the  mysteries  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  we  must  be  found  where  we 
can  be  trusted.  The  twelfth  verse  is  a  message  for  many  a  Christian  of 
to-day. 

The  fourteenth  verse  gives  us  the  sure  foundation  for  an  earnest  prayer 
for  the  blessedness  of  knowing  that  this  Mighty  Presence  has  come  even  to 
us.  To  know  Christ  as  he  can  be  known  to  his  redeemed  in  all  the  power 
of  his  risen  life,  and  what  that  life  can  do  for  us,  is  the  best  loved  work  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  He  delights  to  show  to  us  the  depth  of  meaning  in  our 
Lord's  own  words,  and  we  know  that  keeping  these  words  as  treasures 
brings  the  manifestation  of  his  presence  as  a  glorious  reality.  The  heavenly 
places  are  known  and  sought. 

As  we  set  ourselves  apart  for  all  this,  we  are  moved  with  the  desire  to  be 
sent,  to  be  called,  to  be  used  to  do  our  own  part  in  glorifying  our  Lord  and 
Master.  In  conscious  weakness  we  turn  to  him  for  this  power  that  he  has 
promised  for  such  service.  We  acknowledge  the  truth  in  our  own  con- 
sciousness of  his  words,  "Without  me  ye  can  do  nothing."  We  see  in  the 
increasing  number  about  us  those  whose  words  are  weighted  with  convic- 
tion, solemnity,  and  inspiration.  We  cannot  rest  until  we,  too,  have  wel- 
comed to  heart  and  life  this  Comforter,  this  Holy  Spirit,  this  promised 
Great  Gift. 


124 


LIFE  AND  LIGHT. 


\_Marchy 


IDEAL  ORGANIZATIONS. 

The  following  questions  were  sent  out  to  our  Branches,  with  requests  for 
replies  to  be  given  in  Life  and  Light  : — 

1.  (a)  What  do  you  consider  the  three  main  essentials  for  an  ideal 
Branch?    (b)  How  can  they  be  secured? 

2.  (a)  What  are  the  three  main  essentials  of  an  ideal  auxiliary?  (b) 
How  can  they  be  obtained  ? 

3.  (a)  What  is  the  ideal  relation  between  the  Branch  officers  and  its 
auxiliaries?    (b)  How  can  this  be  secured? 

4.  What  was  the  most  encouraging  feature  in  your  Branch  the  past  year? 

essentials   of  an   IDEAL  BRANCH. 

A  Board  of  officers,  who  can  conveniently  meet  for  plans  and  consul- 
tation ;  an  officer  who  shall  press  Junior  work  specifically  ;  a  bureau  of  infor- 
mation.— Working  auxiliaries :  Officers  with  intelligent  interest,  business 
ability,  consecrated  purpose,  and  firm  belief  in  the  triumph  of  good  over  evil. 
How  secured, — 

"Watch,  and  fight,  and  pray, 
The  battle  ne'er  give  o'er." 

An  auxiliary  in  every  church.  Secured  by  personal  effi)rt. — Personal 
work;  prayer;  union. — Consecrated  leadership;  loyalty  to  the  Board;  an 
intelligent,  enthusiastic  constituency.  Secured  by  selecting  officers  who 
will  hold  the  Branch  to  its  pledges  to  the  Woman's  Board,  and  who  will 
loyally  carry  out  the  plans  suggested  by  the  Board. — Officers  filled  with  zeal 
and  knowledge,  harmonious  among  tliemselves,  acceptable  to  auxiliaries, 
with  tact  to  deal  with  them.  Secured  by  the  effort  of  a  wise  and  self- 
denying  nominating  committee,  who  will  spend  time,  prayer,  and  effort  on 
their  duties. — A  wise,  devoted,  large-hearted  woman  as  president  ("  such  as 
we  have  in  Eastern  Connecticut  Branch  ")  ;  officers  willing  to  be  servants  of 
the  auxiliaries,  not  only  in  the  discharge  of  specific  duties,  but  in  all  ways 
possible.  Secured  by  prayer  and  effort. — Officers  who  feel  the  responsibility 
of  their  office  ;  pastors  who  love  the  cause,  who  are  not  afraid  to  press  it  upon 
their  people. — Close  touch  with  the  Board  and  its  work  ;  a  generous  distribu- 
tion of  missionary  literature. — Constant  recognition  of  the  fact  that  the  Branch 
is  a  vital  link  between  the  Board  and  the  auxiliaries  ;  careful  business  meth- 
ods ;  strong  sympathy  between  senior  and  junior  forces.  Secured  by 
emphasis  on  the  benefits  of  organization,  making  prominent  the  importance 
of  faithfulness  in  little  things ;  cultivating  Christian  fellowship  between 
younger  and  older  workers. — Officers  knowing  how  to  be  led  as  well  as  how 
to  inspire  and  enthuse  others  ;  auxiliaries  alive  to  their  responsibilities  ;  good 
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meetings,  and  careful  preparation  for  them.  Secured  by  carefulness  in  the 
choice  of  officers,  a  wise  distribution  of  work  among  them  all — members 
and  officers  moved  by  the  mainspring  of  "love  enough." 

ESSENTIALS   FOR   IDEAL  AUXILIARIES. 

Many  of  the  essentials  mentioned  for  an  ideal  auxiliary  were  the  same  as 
for  an  ideal  Branch.  A  few  were  added,  as  follows:  A  band  of  officers 
who  are  consecrated,  tactful,  executive;  regular  interesting  meetings,  in 
which  many  individuals  take  part  and  share  responsibility;  an  aim  to  get  in 
touch  with  every  woman  member  in  the  church. — A  society  not  composed 
of  a  list  of  names  in  the  secretary's  book,  but  of  active  women  as  enthusiastic 
in  giving  every  talent  for  the  missionary  society  as  for  the  woman's  club, — as 
eager  for  the  devotional  meeting  as  for  the  best  concert  or  most  attractive 
reception.    How  secured, — 

"More  love  to  Thee,  O  Christ, 
More  love  to  thee." 

Each  member  sliould  be  a  subscriber  to  Life  and  Light,  and  should  be 
encouraged  to  contribute  something,  if  only  a  brief  item  or  a  sentence  prayer, 
to  the  interest  of  the  meeting. — Every  woman  in  the  church  a  member  of 
tlie  auxiliary,  everyone  ready  to  offer  prayer,  each  one  a  proportionate  giver. 
How  secured  :  "  I  count  not  myself  yet  to  have  apprehended,  but  one  thing 
I  do,  I  press  on  toward  the  goal  unto  the  prize." — There  should  be  a  very 
open  way  between  the  president  and  her  subordinate  officers,  that  they, 
knowing  not  only  her  plans  for  the  month,  but  her  thought  and  purpose  for 
the  year,  may  be  able  to  aid  her  at  times  and  in  ways  otherwise  impossible. 
— A  good  leader  ;  she  shouldnot  be  a  woman  of  many  responsibilities,  but  of 
one — an  auxiliary  leader.  A  responsive  membership  :  A  leader  cannot  pull 
a  dead  weight  and  get  good  results.  An  intelligent  activity. — A  society 
should  not  only  pray  but  do.  Faith  for  the  work,  service  in  the  work,  and 
this  service  intelligent.  How  secured  :  A  good  leader  can  generally  be 
found  ;  it  cannot  be  done  the  day  before  the  annual  meeting,  but  requires 
thought  and  time. — A  membership  intelligent  or  becoming  intelligent  in 
missions  ;  willing  to  try  to  do  things  suggested  by  Board  and  Branch  ;  wait- 
ing on  the  Lord  ;  practicing  proportionate  giving;  stud3'ing  magazines  and 
current  literature  for  signs  of  progress  everywhere. — Every  member  of  the 
auxiliary  should  regard  interest  in  foreign  missions  a  vital  part  of  her  reli- 
gious life. — 

the  ideal  relation  between  branch  officers  and  auxiliaries. 
Nearly  all  the  answers  gave  in  substance  the  following  suggestions  :  Per- 
sonal acquaintance  of  Branch  officers  with  auxiliaries,  and  a  Branch  small 
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enough  to  make  this  possible. — Intelligent  knowledge  of  Branch  officers  of 
the  condition  of  each  individual  auxiliary, — secured  by  notes,  circulars,  and 
especially  personal  visitation  at  regular  and  special  meetings ;  Branch 
officers  always  ready  to  visit  auxiliaries,  to  supply  material  for  meetings,  and 
to  meet  all  demands  made  upon  them  ;  auxiliaries  always  responding 
promptly  and  heartily  to  suggestions  and  requests^ — -secured  by  perfect  de- 
votion to  the  work. — Sympathy  and  constant  work  ot  officers,  trust  and  faith  in 
officers  among  auxiliaries  ;  Branch  officers  perfectly  in  touch  with  every  aux- 
iliary, knowing  the  discouragements  of  each,  able  to  help  in  giving  new  life 
and  cheer,  recognizing  any  signs  of  awakening  interest,  and  all  feeling  that 
every  auxiliary,  however  small,  is  an  important  part  of  the  life  of  the  Branch  ; 
that  eacli  has  a  share  in  the  work  of  all  our  missionaries,  every  mission  school 
or  Bible  reader  supported  by  the  Branch,  all  working  together  to  hasten  the 
coming  of  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord. — Like  the  relation  of  a  sound,  vigorous 
body  with  all  its  members  performing  their  proper  functions. — The  relation 
is  that  of  the  mother  and  the  older  children. — Through  the  auxiliaries  should 
run  the  family  feeling,  an  esprit  de  corps^  each  desiring  that  our  Branch 
shall  excel  in  methods  and  work  accomplished,  and  rank  high  financially  in 
proportion  to  its  numbers  ;  in  mutually  cultivating  acquaintance  :  in  most 
instances  simply  to  know  will  be  to  esteem  and  love  each  other. — Fellow- 
ship at  Branch  meetings  would  be  increased  if  the  officers  carried  basket 
lunches,  and  were  scattered  about  among  the  company,  so  that  there  might 
be  no  distinction,  and  a  free  interchange  of  thought.  Dainty  lunch  boxes 
could  be  prepared  for  the  speakers,  and  there  would  be  the  additional  gain 
that  the  speakers  also  would  come  in  close  touch  with  auxiliary  members. 
What  a  boon  it  would  be  for  some  of  our  faithful  workers  who  rarely  leave 
home  to  sit  for  half  an  hour  with  some  missionary  beloved  ! — Holding  con- 
ferences with  Brancli  and  auxiliary  officers  at  stated  times  brings  the  workers 
near  together. 

ENCOURAGING   FEATURES   IN  DIFFERENT  BRANCHES. 

Only  a  portion  of  the  replies  contained  items  under  this  head.  They  were 
as  follows  :  JVew  Haven  Branch. — "Increasing  capability  of  our  women 
and  young  ladies  developed  in  our  work."  Rhode  Island. — "  Good  attend- 
ance at  meetings  and  undiminished  contributions."  New  Ha7npshire. — 
"  In  spite  of  the  depression  in  regard  to  missions  we  go  right  on  undaunted. 
The  admirable  efficiency  of  our  officers,  and  the  growth  of  some  of  our  aux- 
iliaries in  self-sacrifice  and  helpfulness."  Springfield. — "The  harmonious 
relations  between  Branch  officers  and  auxiliaries,  and  among  the  officers 
themselves."  Hartford. — "Work  among  young  people — the  Daughters  of 
the  Covenant,  mission  circles  of  boys  and  girls,  and  cradle  rolls."  Eastern 
Connecticut. — "  The  formation  of  two  new  auxiliaries  and  the  support  of  a 
missionary  pledged  by  an  individual."  Norfolk  and  Pilgrim. — "  The 
growth  of  Junior  work,  advance  in  contributions  made  by  Endeavor  societies, 
and  a  renewal  oPmission  circle  interest.  Also  a  growing  spirit  of  loyalty  to 
the  work  and  the  workers."  Berkshire. — "  Efibrts  in  some  of  the  smaller 
auxiliaries  to  increase  membership."  Essex  South. — "The  entire  una- 
nimity that  prevails :  all  with  one  accord  seem  to  have  adopted  the  motto  of 
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our  belo\'ed  president,  in  reverent  following  'in  His  steps.*  'I  am  among 
you  as  one  that  serveth.'  "  Suffolk. — "The  sympathy  and  harmony  of  the 
workers,  the  apparent  desire  of  each  one  to  do  all  she  can  for  the  cause,  the 
earnest  desire  for  the  leading  and  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit."  Essex 
North. — "  Prospect  of  success  in  reaching  churches  not  connected  with  the 
Branch,  and  in  new  junior  organizations."  North  JMiddlesex. — "  Steady 
work  of  senior  auxiliaries  and  formation  of  mission  circles  and  cradle  rolls.'* 


AN  ECUMENICAL  FOREIGN  MISSIONARY  CONFERENCE. 

The  year  1900  is  to  be  marked  In  America  by  one  of  the  most  notable 
gatherings  of  Christian  workers  which  this  countr}',  or  possibly  the  world, 
has  ever  seen.  An  Ecimienical  Conference  on  Foreign  Missions  will  convene 
in  the  city  of  New  York  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  April  of  that  year,  and 
will  continue  in  session  for  eleven  days.  It  will  be  of  intense  interest  to 
every  church  and  missionary  society  throughout  the  Protestant  world.  This 
Conference  of  missionaries  represents  no  single  denomination,  no  one  country, 
no  one  continent,  but  the  whole  world  of  Protestant  Christendom.  All  Pi  otes- 
tant  missions  throusfhout  the  world  have  been  invited  to  send  delesrates  to  New 
York.  A  similar  gathering  was  held  in  London  in  1888,  at  which  fifteen 
hundred  delegates  were  present.  It  is  anticipated  that  at  least  three  thousand 
will  be  present  in  New  York  in  1900.  This  council  will  be  for  deliberation, 
and  not  for  legislation.  The  subject  for  study  and  discussion  from  April  21 
to  Alay  I,  every  day  in  every  session  and  section,  will  be  the  work  of  Foreign 
Missions  in  all  forms  and  methods  pertaining  thereto. 

Among  the  subjects  treated  and  of  special  prominence  will  be  that  of 
Woman's  work.  Marvelous  have  been  the  developments  in  this  direction. 
The  organization  of  women  in  distinctively  Christian  lines  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  non-Christian  women  throughout  the  world,  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  most  extensive  of  the  religious  activities  of  women  that  ecclesiastical  his- 
tory records.  For  the  last  thirty-five  years  this  has  been  the  characteristic 
feature  of  missionary  work.  At  a  missionary  conference  held  in  Liverpool, 
1S60,  not  a  woman's  name  appeared.  Eighteen  years  afterwards,  at  one  held 
in  Mildmay,  onlv  the  names  of  two  women  appeared  as  delegates  ;  while  at 
the  London  Conference,  188S,  two  whole  sessions  were  given  to  the  consid- 
eration of  woman's  work,  and  over  four  hundred  names  of  women  appear  as 
delegates.  These  facts  show  the  great  advance  in  sentiment  concerning  the 
work  of  woinen. 

Every  phase  of  woman's  work  will  be  represented  in  this  Conference  by 
those  who  have  had  experience,  and  representatives  from  all  Woman's  Boards 
the  world  over  are  expected  to  be  present.  Many  women  and  girls  who 
have  been  educated  and  Christianized  through  those  societies,  it  is  hoped, 
will  also  be  present.  So  varied  now  are  the  interests,  so  far-reaching  the 
influences,  so  comprehensive  the  work,  that,  to  some  extent,  the  constitu- 
ency of'every  woman's  society  should  seek  to  be  present  to  gain  information, 
and  to  be  filled  with  inspiration. 

On  Thursday,  April  26th,  the  entire  day  will  be  devoted  to  women,  morn- 
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ing,  afternoon,  and  evening.  The  morning  will  be  given  to  discussion,  the 
afternoon  to  topics  and  problems  presented  by  missionaries,  and  the  evening 
to  popular  addresses.  A  series  of  sectional  meetings  will  be  held  on  Tues- 
day, some  six  in  number,  at  which  will  be  presented  for  consideration  every 
phase  and  problem  of  woman's  work. 

The  place  of  these  meetings  and  the  persons  taking  part  will  be  announced 
later.  Let  every  woman  throughout  the  churches  interested  in  the  great 
work  of  bringing  tlie  women  of  the  world  to  Christ,  remember  this  great 
gathering,  plan  for  it,  and  pray  for  it. 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Gracey. 

For  the  World's  Committee  of  Woman's  Missionary  Societies. 


OUR  BOOK  TABLE. 

Emine7it  Missionary  Woffien.  By  Mrs.  J.  T.  Gracey.  Published  by 
Eaton  &  Mains,  New  York.    Pp.  215.    Price,  85  cents. 

These  are  they  which  follow  tlie  Lamb,"  is  the  motto  Mrs.  Gracey  has 
chosen  for  the  twenty-eight  elect  ladies  whose  lives  of  pre-eminent  useful- 
ness are  set  fortii  in  this  volume. 

Although  Mrs.  Doremus  has  the  high  honor  of  initiating  the  organized 
effort  of  the  women  of  this  country  for  foreign  missions,  yet  it  is  fitting  that 
Mary  Lyon's  face  should  appear  as  the  frontispiece,  and  that  her  name  should 
head  the  list  of  these  consecrated  women. 

That  inspired  and  inspiring  utterance  of  hers  which  is  engraved  on  her 
tombstone  was  not  only  the  motto  of  lier  own  life,  but  it  became  the  guiding 
principle  of  a  majority  of  the  three  thousand  pupils  who  came  into  direct 
touch  with  her  remarkable  personality:  ''There  is  nothing  in  the  universe 
that  I  fear  but  that  I  shall  not  know  all  my  duty,  or  shall  fail  to  do  it."  In 
the  last  seven  years  of  Mary  Lyon's  life  Mt.  Holyoke  Seminar}^,  by  no  means 
rich,  contributed  nearly  seven  thousand  dollars  for  foreign  missions. 

We  could  wish  that  all  the  portraits  of  these  choice  spirits  were  as  satis- 
factory as  those  which  open  and  close  the  book,  Mary  Lyon  and  Dr.  Clara 
A.  Swain.  Most  of  the  portraits  suggest  the  bo7i-mot  that  "  the  wood  cut  is 
the  unkindest  cut  of  all  !  " 

But  Mrs.  Gracey  has  done  her  work  admirably,  and  she  will  win  the  grat- 
itude of  all  Christian  women  for  bringing  together  this  constellation  of  bright, 
particular  stars,  whose  light  has  not  only  illumined  the  skies  of  the  new 
world,  but  has  shone  in  the  most  distant  dark  places  of  the  earth. 

Missions  and  Politics  in  Asia.  By  Robert  E.  Speer.  Fleming  H. 
Revell  Co.    Pp.  271.    Price,  $1.00. 

The  lectures  contained  in  this  volume  were  delivered  to  the  faculty  and 
students  of  Princeton  Theological  Seminary  in  February,  1898,  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  present  Board  of  Foreign  Missions.  They  are  the  result  of 
expert  observation  made  by  Mr.  Speer  during  an  extended  tour  in  Asia  in 
the  years  1896  and  1897.  The  subordinate  title  of  the  book  is,  "  Studies 
of  the  Spirit  of  the  Eastern  Peoples,  the  Present  Making  of  History  in  Asia, 
and  the  Part  therein  of  Christian  Missions."    The  five  lectures  treat  of 
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Persia,  Southern  Asia,  China,  Japan  and  Korea,  and  as  the  author  says  in 
his  prefatory  note,  "  They  are  at  once  the  fruit  and  the  ground  of  the  con- 
viction, vindicated  by  the  obvious  facts  of  history  and  of  life,  that  Christ  is 
the  present  Lord  and  King  of  all  life  and  history  and  their  certain  goal." 
Mr.  Speer  has  made  a  felicitous  selection  of  mottoes  and  of  literary  quota- 
tions which  enrich  the  lectures.  Footnotes  also  show  the  scholarly  au- 
thorities from  whom  he  has  gleaned  strategic  facts. 

If  one  is  gathering  a  missionary  library  this  is  a  book  to  own. 

A  carcFul  perusal  of  the  book  will  repay  even  those  who  are  familiar 
with  the  topics  discussed.  g.  h.  c. 

SIDE   LIGHTS   FROM  PERIODICALS. 

An  article  of  especial  interest  upon  "  The  Awakening  of  China"  appears 
in  the  February  North  American  Review.  The  author,  Dr.  Judson  Smith, 
Foreign  Secretary  of  our  American  Board,  is  doubly  qualified  to  treat  this 
subject  because  of  his  recent  tour  through  China.  The  opening  of  railways, 
manufacturing  and  mining  operations,  the  appearance  of  schools  of  high 
grade,  a  desire  for  Western  education,  the  edicts  of  reform  issued  by  the 
emperor,  the  strong  company  of  younger  men  who  support  such  edicts, — 
these  features  are  named  as  proofs  that  "  the  crisis  is  at  hand,  the  movement 
has  begun. 

The  F'orum^  February,  contains  one  of  those  readable  accounts,  of  which 
we  have  had  many,  upon  native  customs,  this  one  relating  to  Japan,  and 
entitled  "  Some  Japanese  Ways,**  by  Jos.  King  Goodrich. 

Three  articles  relate  to  Africa  this  month,  none  bearing  directly  upon  our 
missions,  and  yet  each  shedding  rays  of  side  light,  especially  that  in  the 
Century  upon' Harnessing  the  Nile,*'  by  Fred.  Courtland  Penfield,  in 
which  the  projected  plan  of  a  great  dam  at  Assnan  is  described,  with  all  its 
hoped-for  influences  for  good.  Harper  s  Monthly^  February,  "  A  Trekking 
Trip  in  South  Africa,"  by  A.  C.  Humbert.  Cosmopolitan.,  February, 
"  The  Trek-Bokke  of  Cape  Colony,"  by  S.  C.  Cronwright  Schreiner. 

McClure's^  February,  gives  a  new  poem  by  Rudyard  Kipling,  "The 
White  Man's  Burden,"  the  spirit  of  which  makes  it  suitable  for  a  delightful 
feature  in  any  missionary  programme. 

M.  L.  D. 
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March. — Marsovan  :  Early  Days  of  the  Mission  ;  Anatolia  College  ;  The 
'Girls'  Boarding  School :  see  Life  AxVD  Light  for  February. 

April. — Our  Own  Branch  :  Its  History  and  Present  Needs  ;  Its  Pledged 
Work ;  Relation  of  the  Auxiliary  to  the  Branch. 

Afay. ^The  Bible  Women  of  tlie  Board  and  Their  Work. 

June. — Cesarea  :  The  Girls'  School  ;  Kindergarten  ;  Outstation  Work. 

July. — Mission  Work  in  Brousa,  Adabazar,  and  Sivas. 

August. — Hindrances  to  Progress  in  Missions. 

September. — Objects  of  Worship  in  Heathen  Lands. 

October. — The  Medical  Work  of  the  Board. 
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OUR  OWN  BRANCH. 

TOPIC  FOR  APRIL. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  topic  will  afford  an  opportunity  for  the  auxiliaries  to 
consider  their  relations  to  other  auxiliaries  and  to  the  Branch,  and  to  pro- 
mote good  fellowship.  It  would  be  a  good  topic  for  neighborhood  meetings 
where  several  societies,  conveniently  situated,  could  come  together  to  ex- 
change greetings,  and  to  consider  their  relation  to  each  other  and  to  the 
Branch  to  which  they  belong. 

We  suggest  three  talks  in  the  divisions  suggested  in  the  list.  i.  The 
History  of  the  Branch  and  Its  Needs.  In  almost  every  Branch  papers  have 
been  written,  giving  a  brief  history  of  the  ten,  twenty,  or  twenty  five  years 
of  its  existence,  which  could  probabty  be  obtained  from  the  Branch  officers. 
We  are  sure,  also,  that  these  officers  will  be  glad  to  present  its  present 
needs  and  plans.  2.  Its  Pledged  Work.  This  division  would  make  a  good 
subject  for  a  map  exercise.  The  lists  of  pledged  work  are  almost  always 
given  in  Branch  reports  which  are  sent  to  auxiliaries ;  if  not  the}^  could  be 
easily  procured  from  the  officers.  A  pamphlet  of  missionary  maps  can  be 
obtained  from  the  Board  Rooms  (price  10  cents),  which  could  be  enlarged 
for  the  meeting.  When  the  list  is  long  the  maps  for  different  countries  could 
be  made  separately.  If  this  involves  too  much  labor  the  list  could  be  given, 
and  some  special  part  of  it  be  taken,  such  as  Schools,  Bible  Women,  or  Med- 
ical work,  as  the  subject  of  a  paper.  3.  Relation  of  the  Auxiliary  to  the 
Branch.  For  this  it  might  be  well  to  take  the  suggestions  in  pages  124-127" 
of  this  number,  and  consider  whether  the  auxiliary  is  fairly  and  zealously 
doing  its  part  in  the  Branch  work. 


WOMAN'S   BOARD   OF  MISSIONS. 

Receipts  from  December  18,  1898,  to  January  18,  1899. 


Miss  Sakah  Louise  Day,  Treasurer. 


MAINE. 


Maine  Branch.— 'Mrs.  C.  C.  Chapman, 
Treas.  Augusta,  Aux.,  50;  Bath,  Cen- 
tral Ch.,  Aux.,  17,  Winter  St.  Ch.,  Aux., 
5;  Biddeford,  Second  Cong.  Ch.,  Aux., 
9.75;  Bremen,  Ladies,  .3;  Brew'er,  First 
Cong.  Ch.,  Aux.,  25;  Farmington,  Aux., 
20;  Gorham,  Aux.,  add'l  Th.  Off.,  7,  C. 
E.  Soc,  5;  Greenville,  Aux.,  18.50;  Hol- 
den,  Ladies  of  Cong.  Ch.,  5;  Portland, 
High  St.  Ch.,  Aux.,  Til.  Off.,  59.20,  State 
St.  Ch.,  Aux.  (of  wh.  56.05  Th.  Off.), 
74.55,  Primary  Dept., 6. 75,  Second  Parisli, 
Aux.,  Th.  Off.,  21.85,  Seamen's  Bethel, 
Aux.,  Th.  Off.,  5.38,  St.  Lawrence  Ch., 
Aux.,  2,  Williston  Ch.,  Aux.,  add'l  Th. 
Off.,  1.50;  Searsport,  First  Cong.  Ch., 
C.  E.  Soc,  10;  Thomastdn,  Aux.,  14; 
Upper  Gloucester,  Mrs.  Nellie  E.  Sails, 
5,  365  ^8 

Total,         365  48 
NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Franklin.-Cong.  Ch.,  5  00 


New  Hampshire  Branch.— Mrs.  Allen  L. 
French,  Treas.  Atkinson,  Dau.  of  Cov., 
1;  Concord,  Aux.,  Th.  Off.,  28;  Derry, 
Central  Cong.  Ch.,  29.25:  Exeter,  Aux., 
43.17;  Franconia,S.  S.,3.50;  Jaffrey,  iMon- 
aduock  Hees  M.  C.,  10 ;  Keene, First  Cong. 
Ch.,  Aux.,  Th.  Off.  (of  wh.  25  a  memo- 
rial to  Caroline  L.  Frencli),  50;  Nashua, 
Aux.,  75.49,  Y.  L.  Miss'y  Soc,  20;  Ports- 
mouth, North  Cong.  Ch.,  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E., 
10;  Rochester,  Y.  L.  Miss'y  Soc,  10; 
Swanzey,  Aux.,  Th.  Off.,  10.75,  291  16 

Total,         296  16 


i^/'isio^.— Legacy  Mary  A.  Crockett,  F.  L. 
Taylor,  exr.,  •        1,667  IS 

VERMONT. 

Vermont  Branch.— Mrs.  T.  i\r.  Howard, 
Treas.  Alburgh,  Aux.,  Th.  Off..  7;  Bel- 
lows Falls,  First  Cong.  S.  S.,  10;  Bur- 
lington, Aux.,  30;  Enosburg,  Willing 
Workers,  1.50;  Georgia,  Aux.  (of  wh. 
1.03    Extra-Cent- a-Day    Band),  3.03; 
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Highgate,  Extra-Cent-a-Day  Band,  4.27; 
Jericlio,  Second  Ch.,  Extra-Cent-a-Day 
Hand,  1.85;  Middlebury,  Aux.,  87.47; 
New  Haven,  Aux.  (Th.  0£E.,  9.18),  11.81; 
Newport,  Aux.,  8.50;  North  Benning- 
ton, Aux.,  2.50;  Putney,  Mrs.  E.  H. 
Field,  2.10;  St.  Albans,  First  Cong.  Ch., 
Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.,  10;  St.  Johnsbury,  South 
Ch.,  Aux.,  15.60,  North  Ch.,  Aux.,  14.56; 
Saxton's  River,  Merry  Rills,  1;  Stowe, 
Primary  Class  S.  S.,  4;  Vergennes,  S. 
S.,  25;  Waterbury,  Aux.,  6.55;  West 
Brattleboro,  Aux.,  3.11;  West  Fairlee, 
L.  A.  Bartholomew,  1.40;  West  Glover, 
Aux.,  prev.  contri.  to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
John  Borland.   Less  expenses,  12,  239  25 


Total, 


239  25 


IMASSA.CHOSETTS. 


Andover  and  Woburn  Branch.— 'Mrs. 
G.  W.  Dinsraore,  Treas.  Lexington, 
M.  E.  H.,  10;  Lowell,  Union  Aux.,  prev. 
contri.  to  const.  L.  M's  Mrs.  Lorenzo 
Phelps,  Mrs.  Walter  Parkhurst,  Mrs. 
Almira  Nichols,  Mrs.  James  Lawton, 
Mrs.  Cahill,  Mrs.  Herbert  Metcalf,  Miss 
Ida  Francis,  Mrs.  Lily  A.  Clark,  Miss 
Fanny  M.Clark,  Mrs.  George  E.  Brown; 
Medford,  Union  Ch.,  Aux.,  9.14,  Mystic 
Ch.,  Aux.,  5.75;  Melrose,  Aux.,  67.83; 
West  Medford,  Woman's  Ch.  League, 
30;  Winchester,  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.,  50; 
Woburn,  Aux.,  Th.  Off.,  47,  219  72 

Berkshire  Branch.— Mrs.  Chas.  E.  West, 
Treas.  Adams,  Aux.  (with  prev.  contri. 
to  const.  L.  M.  Miss  Elizabeth  Stoddard), 
10;  Dalton,  Senior  Aux.,  15.78,  Mrs.  L. 
F.  Crane,  100,  Y.  L.  Aux.,  62.53,  Penny 
Gatherers,  25.70;  Great  Barrington, 
Aux.,  69.42;  Hinsdale,  Aux.,  14.85,  Mrs. 
S.  A.  Warriner,  Th.  Off.,  20;  Housa- 
tonic,  Berkshire  Workers,  40,  Two 
Ladies'  Christmas  Off.,  4;  Lee,  Jr. 
Dept.  S.  S.,  3.74;  North  Adams,  Aux., 
44.79;  Pittsfleld,  South  Ch.,  Aux.,  45.54; 
Stockbridge,  Mrs.  Nettleton,  20;  West 
Stockbridge,  Aux.,  20,  496  35 

Boston.  —Offerings  at  Friday  Prayer  Meet- 
ings, 4  31 

Essex  North  Branch.— Mrs.  Wallace  L. 
Kimball,  Treas.  Haverhill,  North  Ch., 
Aux.,  75;  Newburyport,  Ella  W.  Mace, 
5;  Rowley,  Aux.,  1,  Friends,  5,  86  00 

Essex  South  Branch.— Miss  Sarah  W. 
Clark,  Treas.  Beverly,  Dane  St.  Ch., 
Aux.,  163,  Y.  L.  Aux.,  10;  Peabody, 
South  Ch.,  Vineyard  Workers  of  Jr.  C. 
E.,  2.1,  193  00 

Franklin  Co.  Branch.— Miss  Lucy  A.  Spar- 
hawk,  Treas.  Conway,  Aux.,  21 ;  Green- 
field, Aux.  (of  wh.  25  to  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  S.  O.  Lamb),  25.23;  Hawley,  Aux., 
3.85;  Montague,  Ch.,  2;  Northfleld,  Aux., 
18;  South  Deerfleld,  Aux.,  10.50,  80  58 

Hampshire  Co.  Branch.— Miss  Harriet  J. 
Kneeland.  Treas.  Cumraington,  Y.  P. 
S.  C.  E.,  12;  Easthampton,  Aux.,  13.72; 
Florence,  Friend,  50  cts. :  North  Am- 
herst, Aux.,  20,  Mrs.  G.  E.  Fisher,  5; 
Northampton,  Edwards  Ch.,  Gordon 
Hall  Band,  15;  South  Hadley,  Faithful 
Workers,  26,  92  22 

Lowell  —Kirk  St.  Ch.,  12  90 


Middlesex  Branch.— Mrs.  E.  H.  Bigelow, 

Treas.   Natick,  Aux.,  46  00 

Norfolk  and  Pilgrim  Branch.— Miss  Sarah 

B.  Tirrell,  Treas.  Abiugton,  Aux.,  6.95; 
Braintree,  Aux.  (of  wh.  9  Th.  Off.),  14.10; 
Brockton,  First  Ch.,  Aux.  (of  wh.  19  Th. 
Off.  and  25  to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Charlotte 
T.  Bradford),  30;  Duxbury,  Aux.  (of  wh. 
5  Th.  Off.),  10;  East  Weymouth,  Aux., 
Th.  Off.,  40-  Halifax,  Aux.,  30;  Han- 
over, Second  Ch.,  Aux.  12.50;  Holbrook, 
Aux.,  Th.  Off.,  7;  Plymouth,  Pilgrim 
Stepping  Stones,  15.70;  Rockland,  Aux., 
Lenten  Off.,  5.15;  South  Easton,  Aux.,Th. 
Off.,  7;  South  Weymouth,  Old  South 
Ch.,  Aux.  (of  wh.  26  Th.  Off.  and  25  to 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Rebecca  Torrey),  31; 
Weymouth  Heights,  S.  S.,  13.50,  Y.  P.  S. 

C.  E.,  5;  Wollaston,  Aux.,  30,  257  90 

No.  Middlesex  Branch.— Miss  Julia  S. 
Conaut,  Treas.  Concord,  Aux.,  6; 
Pepperell,  Aux.,  10;  Shirley,  Aux.,  10. 
Less  expenses,  1.05,  24  95 

Springfield  Branch. — Mrs.  Mary  H.  Mitch- 
ell, Treas.  Longmeadow,  Benev.  Ass'n, 
10.45;  Palmer,  Second  Ch.,  Jr.  C.  E.  Soc, 
3;  South  Hadley  Falls,  Aux.,  to  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs,  Anna  S.  Swain,  25,  Jr.  C.  E. 
Soc,  10;  Springfield,  South  Ch.,  Aux., 
77.20,  Friends,  40  cts.,  126  05 

Suffolk  Branch.— Miss  Myra  B.  Child, 
Treas.  Arlington,  Pleasant  St.  Ch., 
Aux.,  15;  Auburndale,  Cong.  Ch.,  Aux., 
108;  Boston,  Central  Ch.,  Aux.,  520, 
Shawmut  Ch.,  Aux.,  132.80,  Old  South 
Ch.,  Aux.,  30,  Park  St.  Ch.,  Aux.,  20, 
Mt.  Vernon  Ch.,  Y.  L.  Aux.,  50, 
Friend,  1;  Brighton,  Friend,  25; 
Brookline,  Leyden  Ch.,  W.  U.,  prev. 
contri.  to  const.  L.  M.  Donald  Ca,se 
Townley;  Cambridge,  First  iCh.,  Aux. 
(of  wh.  25  to  const.  L.  M.  Miss  Martha 
T.  Fiske),  163,  Sliepard  Mem.  Ch.,  Mrs. 
E.  Flint,  to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  6.  Henry 
Flint,  25;  Carabridgej^ort,  Prospect  St. 
Ch.,  27.29,  Aux.,  13.50,  Wood  Mem.  Ch., 
Aux.,  10,  Cradle  Roll,  Jr.  Soc,  8.65,  Pil- 

-  grim  Ch.,  Jr.  Aux.,  60;  Charlestown, 
Winthrop  Ch.,  Primary  Dept.  S.  S.,  8; 
Chelsea,  Central  Ch.,  Women  Workers, 
75,  Third  Ch.,  Aux.,  33.50;  Dedham, 
Aux.,*  1;  Dorchester,  Central  Ch.,  Aux., 
15,  Second  Ch.,  Young  Woman's  Miss'y 
Soc,  38,  Go  Forth  M.  B.,  10,  Village  Ch., 
Y.  W.  Aux.,  20;  East  Boston,  Maverick 
Ch.,  Aux..  26.79;  Hyde  Park,  Jr.  Aux., 
5;  Milton,  Miss  Martha  L.  Richardson, 
25;  Needham,  Aux.,  Th.  Off.,  29;  New- 
ton, Eliot  Ch.  Helpers,  16.42,  Cradle 
Roll,  18.96;  Newton  Centre,  First  Ch., 
7.01;  Newton  Highlands,  Cong.  Ch.,  10, 
Aux.,  20.36;  Norwood,  Aux.,  6.46;  Ros- 
lindale,  Cong.  S.  S„  8;  Roxbury,  Wal- 
nut Ave.  Aux.,  208.67,  Eliot  Ch.,  Aux.  (of 
wh.  76.25  Th.  Off.),  99.25,  Immanuel  Ch., 
Prim.  Dept.  S.  S.,  5;  Somerville,  Broad- 
way Ch.,  Aux.  (of  wh.  19.98  Th.  Off.),  45; 
Waltham,  Aux.  (of  wh.  47.14  Th.  Off.), 
100;  Watertown,  Phillips  Ch.,  Aux.,  7.10; 
Wellesley  Hills,  Aux.,  123.25;  West  Med- 
way.  Friend,  40  cts.,  2,171  41 

Worcester  Co.  Branch.— Mrs.  Minnie  D. 
Tucker,  Treas.  Blackstone,  Aux.,  5; 
Oxford,  Aux.,  12.75;  Shiewsbnry,  Aux., 
prev.  contri.  to  const.  L.  M.  Miss  Mary 
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Bush;  Ware,  Aux.,  20;  Warren,  Aux., 
8.50;  Winchendon,  Aux.,  82;  Worcester, 
Union  Ch.,  Aux.  (of  wh.  13.07  Th.  Off.), 
142.62,  Central  Cli.,  Aux.,  105.65,  Old 
South  Ch.,  Aux.,  30,  406  52 

Total,      4,217  91 

LEGACY. 

fTorcesier.— Legacy  Harriet  W.  Damon,  F. 
H.  Wiggin,  Trustee  (add'l),  10  91 

RHODE  ISLAXD. 

Rhode  Island  Branch.— Mrs.  Clara  J. 
Barnehekl,  Treas.  Central  Falls,  Jr.  C. 
E.  Soc,  5;  £ast  Providence,  Union  S.  S., 
Jr.  C.  E.  Soc,  2.40;  Kingston,  Y.  P.  S. 
C.  E,,  20;  Newport,  United  Ch.,  Aux., 
3.75;  Providence,  Union  Cong.  Ch., 
Aux.,  80,  Central  Ch.,  Aux.,  INIrs.  C.  T. 
Salisbury,  5,  Mrs.  Fayette  Brown,  1, 
Cradle  Roll,  3.75,  Pilgrim  Ch.,  Aux.,  Th. 
Off.,  3;  River  Point,  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.,  2.50,    126  40 

Total,         126  40 

CONNECTICUT. 

Eastern  Conn.  Brayich.— Miss  Mary  I. 
Lockwood,  Treas.  Chaplin,  Aux.,  25.15; 
Colchester,  Aux.,  Th.  Off.,  31.20,  Boys' 
M.  B.,  53  cts.,  Girls'  M.  B.,  Th.  Off.,  89 
cts. ;  Daiiielson,  Aux.,  12.68;  Mystic, 
Aux.,  43.08;  New  London,  First  Ch., 
Aux.,  3.20,  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.,  5.77,  Jr.  C.  E. 
Soc,  9;  Norwich,  Second  Ch.,  Aux., 
80.97;  Porafret,  M.  C,  20;  Putnam,  Aux., 
23.33;  Salem,  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E..  2.50;  Ston- 
ington,  First  Ch.,  Aux.,  23.50;  Taftville, 
Aux.,  14.62,  296  42 

Hartford  Branch.— Mrs.  M.  Bradford 
Scott,  Treas.  Berlin,  Aux.,  87.48;  Bris- 
tol, Aux.,  21.89;  Ellington,  Aux.  (of  wh. 
62  45  Th.  Off.  and  50  to  const.  L.  M's  Mrs. 
C.  P.  Pease  and  Mrs.  Mary  J.  Kimball), 
67.45;  Farraington,  Aux.,  10;  Glaston- 
bury, Cheerful  Givers'  M.  C,  8;  Hart- 
ford, Pearl  St.  Ch.,  Aux.,  204.50,  S.  S., 
40,  Primary  S.  S.,  5,  Asylum  Hill  Ch., 
Aux.,  155.22,  Park  Ch.,  Aux.,  30,  First 
Ch.,  Aux.,  11,  Windsor  Ave.  Ch.,  M.  C, 
5;  New  liritain.  First  Ch.,  Aux.,  62.66; 
Plainville,  Dau.  of  Cov.,  35;  Rockville, 
Aux.  (of  wh.  35  Th.  Off.  and  25  to  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  Ida  M.  Agard),  45;  West 
Hartford,  Aux.,  29.58;  Wethersfield, 
Aux.,  30.25,  848  03 

New  Haven  Branch.— Miss  Julia  Twining, 
Treas.  Ansonia,  Aux.,  38.75;  Bridge- 
port, North  Ch.,  Aux.,  11,  Union  Meet- 
ing, 14.62;  Chester,  Aux.,  45.73;  Dan- 
bury,  First  Ch.,  Jr.  C.  E.  Soc,  1;  Dur- 
ham, Aux.,  10;  Goshen,  Aux.,  19.13,  Y. 
P.  S.  C.  E.,  15,  Jr.  C.  E.  Soc,  8;  Green- 
wich, Aux.,  83.08;  Ivoryton,  Aux.,  16.50; 
Killingworth,  Aux.,  18.60;  Madison, 
Aux.  (of  wh.  100  to  const.  L.  M's  Mrs.  J. 
S.  Hoyt,  Mrs.  Manfred  Wilcox,  Miss 
Lucy  Scranton,  Miss  Hattie  Scranton), 
110;  Middletown,  First  Ch.,  Aux.  (of 
wh.  25  from  Mrs.  James  H.  Bunce,  to 
const.  Jj.  M.  Mrs.  C.  Warren  Tryon), 
46.67;  New  Haven,  United  Ch.,  Aux., 
100,  Ch.  of  the  Redeemer,  Aux.,  65.77; 
New  Preston  Hill,  Aux.,  7;  Norfolk, 
Aux.,  74.36,  Y.  L.  M.  C,  25;  Northfield, 


Aux.,  30;  North  Haven,  Aux.,  34.45,  K. 

D.  ,  10;  North  Madison,  Aux.,  8.50,  M. 
C,  5;  Norwalk,  Aux.  (of  wh.  25  to 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Fanny  A.  Hoyt),  40, 
Sunbeam  Circle,  4;  Sharon,  Y.  P.  S.  C. 

E.  ,  23;  Sherman,  Aux.,  24.70;  South 
Canaan,  Aux.,  5;  Redding,  Aux.,  4.50, 
Wide  Awakes'  Circle,  10;  Warren,  Aux., 
22.50;  Watertown,  Aux.,  5;  Westport, 
Aux.,   35.75;    Whitney ville,    Aux.,  8, 


Friend,  50,  1,030  61 

Wallingford.- First  Cong.  Ch.,  22  45 

Total,  2,197  51 

NEW  YORK. 

Brooklyn.— YwQYiA,  40 


Neiv  York  State  Branch.— Mrs.  Guilford 
Dudley,  Treas.  Albany,  First  Ch.,  Aux., 
35;  Binghamtoii,  First  Ch.,  Aux.,  17; 
Bridgewater,  Mrs.  M.  M.  Bostwick,  to 
const.  L.  M.  Elizabeth  B.  Marsh,  25; 
Brooklyn,  Tompkins  Ave.  Aux.,  100, 
Lewis  Ave.  Evangel  M.  C,  33;  Buffalo, 
People's  Ch.,  Aux.  (of  wh.  25  to  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs,  John  Halpin),  31.60;  Church- 
ville,  Sunday  School  M.  C,  10;  Corning, 
Ch.,  8.10;  East  Bloomfield,  Ch.,  20.52; 
Elbridge,  Aux.,  5;  Flushing,  Aux.,  10; 
Hopkiiiton,  Miss  Kent,  40;  Moriah, 
Miss  Dewev,  10;  New  Haven,  Aux.,  20, 
Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.,  10,  Willing  Workers,  10; 
New  York,  Friend,  5;  North  Parma, 
Almira  Band,  1.40;  Oxford,  to  const.  L. 
M.  Mrs.  B.  M.  Pearne,  25;  Paris,  Miss 
Head,  5;  Phoenix,  Aux.  (with  prev. 
contri.  to  const.  L.  M's  Mrs.  W.  J. 
Dougall,  Mrs.  Van  R.  Sweet,  Mrs.  A.  D. 
Dygert,  Mrs.  S.  O.  Isham,  Mrs.  E.  H. 
Hastings,  5;  Plattsburgh,  Mrs.  P.  D. 
Moore,  10.80;  Riverhead,  Aux.,  30,  S.  S., 
22.87;  Rochester,  South  Ch.,  Aux.,  30, 
Y.  P,  S.  C.  E.,  35,  Bible  Class,  5;  Sher- 
burne, Aux.  (of  wh.  25  to  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  Dr.  Newton),  41.45;  Utica,  Bethes- 

.  da  Aux.,  10;  West  Winfleld,  Aux.,  33,  Jr. 
C.  E.  Soc,  10;  Woodville,  Aux.,  5.  Less 
expenses,  45.50,  614  24 


Total,         614  64 

LEGACY. 

Maryland.— Baltimore.— L.eo;2Lcy  of  Mrs. 
Mary  R.  Hawley,  Safe  Deposit  and 
Trust  Co.,  of  Baltimore,  exr.,  payment 
on  account  of  legacy  to  Philadelphia 


Branch,  249  00 

CANADA. 

Canada.— Cong.  W.  B.  M.,  579  98 

Total,  579  98 

TURKEY. 

Co7istantinople.—Tbau]z  Offering  from  a 

Friend  of  Life  and  Light,  4  40 

Total,  4  40 

General  Funds,  8.377  23 

Gifts  for  Special  Objects,  264  50 

Variety  Account,  151  20 

Legacies,  1,927  04 


Total,  $10,719  97 


TURKEY. 
LETTER  FROM  MRS.  BALDWIN. 

Mrs.  Baldwin,  of  Brousa,  Turkey,  writes  of  the  illness  first  of  herself,  and  later  of 
her  husband,  who  was  more  severely  ill  than  she.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baldwin  were  about 
to  come  home  to  see  Mr.  Baldwin's  sisters,  who  were  soon  to  sail  for  Ruk,  Microne- 
sia; but  the  illness  proved  an  obstacle  to  their  coming  at  that  time,  and  they  are  still 
in  Brousa,  where  they  have  so  faithfully  labored  the  past  ten  years.    She  writes : — 

My  husband  did  not  come  down  stairs  till  Easter  Monday,  and  by  that 
time  we  zaw  plainly  that  our  leaving  was  impossible,  for  my  second  assist- 
ant teacher  had  been  obliged  to  give  in  her  resignation  at  the  close  of  the 
term.  She  had  been  with  me  nearly  six  years,  and  it  was  not  easy  for  me 
to  give  her  up,  still  less  easy  to  find  some  one  to  take  her  place.  But  I  was 
greatly  favored  finally  when  Miss  Rebecca's  sister-in-law  kindly  consented 
to  act  as  a  substitute  until  the  summer  vacation. 

Mrs.  Baldwin  tells  of  a  visit  from  Mr.  Naville,  from  Geneva — a  member  of  the  Swiss 
Committee,  who  do  so  much  for  the  Orphanage. 

He  is  an  eminent  archaeologist,  and  was  on  his  way  home  from  Egypt, 
which  country  he  has  visited  sixteen  times  in  the  interest  of  science.  Of 
course  he  was  glad  to  see  what  he  could  of  our  work  in  school,  and  church, 
and  home,  though  naturally  his  first  thought  was  for  the  Orphanage.  He 
was  delighted  to  see  the  large  family  housed  in  such  a  beautiful,  comm.odious 
building,  and  under  such  good  care  as  the  pastor  and  his  family  give  them. 
My  girls, — your  girls, — Beatrice  and  Tarpulii,  are  very  efficient,  indeed. 
Mr.  Naville's  personal  present  to  the  Orphanage  was  a  baby  organ. 

About  the  middle  of  May  we  enjoyed  a  visit  from  the  United  States  Min- 
ister, Hon.  Mr.  Angell,  and  his  wife.  As  soon  as  we  learned  of  their  arrival  we 

(133) 


134 


LIFE   AND  LIGHT. 


went  to  call  on  them  at  the  hotel,  and  finding  them  so  genial  and  pleasant, 
it  seenied  as  if  we  had  met  old  friends.  Monday  afternoon  they  came  to  the 
American  school.  put  up  flags  at  home  and  in  the  school,  and  when 

the  party  appeared  at  the  school  door,  the  girls  rose  to  greet  them  with  a 
*' Welcome"  song,  each  waving  a  little  flag  alternately,  American  and 
Turkish.  We  had  not  enough  American  flags  for  each  one  ;  and,  as  the 
girls  considered  it  a  far  greater  honor  to  hold  the  stars  and  stripes  than  the 
crescent  and  star,  we  allowed  them  to  exchange  at  the  end  of  the  first  verse. 
The  effect  was  pretty,  and  especially  pleasing  to  the  guests.  We  had 
arranged  our  programme  all  in  English,  including  among  other  things  a 
hoop  exercise,  the  hoops  wound  with  red,  white,  and  blue,  and  a  dialogue 
about  the  flag.  W^hen  we  had  finished,  the  Minister  called  for  "  America," 
set  to  Armenian  words,  which  the  girls  sang  with  spirit.  Mrs.  Angell 
showed  much  interest  in  the  girls'  fancy  work  and  sewing,  and  though  we 
seldom  sell  any  of  the  pieces,  because  the  girls  pay  for  material,  and  wish  to 
keep  what  they  make,  we  could  but  yield  when  she  was  so  anxious  to  buy  a 
few  articles.  They  were  treated  to  sweets,  in  native  style,  and  their  eflforts 
to  partake  in  just  the  "  proper  way,"  as  they  said,  caused  quite  a  little  mer- 
riment. 

Leaving  school  we  went  to  our  house  where  we  had  a  nice  social  chat  with 
tea  and  cake,  and  later  at  their  urgent  invitation  we  drove  with  them  to 
the  hotel  to  witness  the  return  of  the  remnants  of  Brousa  regiments  from 
the  war.  To  be  sure  it  was  not  a  soul-stirring  sight,  but  the  utter  lack  of 
enthusiasm  or  demonstration  of  any  kind  from  the  crowds  that  filled  the 
street  was  a  great  contrast  to  what  one  expects  to  see  and  hear  when  soldiers 
"come  marching  home  again."  Such  visitors  are  rare  with  us,  and  we  ap- 
preciate fully  their  kindly  interest  in  us  and  our  work. 

At  our  communion  season  in  June  two  of  our  girls  (sisters)  were  received 
into  the  church.  A  former  pupil,  now  a  member  of  my  Sunday-school  class, 
joined  the  church  in  April.  The  latter  part  of  June  and  the  first  of  July  we 
gave  much  time  to  examinations,  inviting  in  a  few  friends  at  a  time  who 
would  be  intelligently  interested  in  the  varied  studies.  We  had  our  Fourth 
of  July  picnic  on  the  second,  so  as  not  to  interrupt  school.  On  the  Fourth 
we  had  visitors  from  Constantinople,  Armenian  gentlemen  who  were  making 
quite  a  tour  of  inspection  among  Brousa  schools,  one  an  editor  of  a  Constan- 
tinople paper.  It  did  the  girls  good  to  be  questioned  by  those  who  were 
unacquainted  with  our  methods,  and  the  result  was  encouraging  to  them  and 
to  us.  On  the  fifth  we  had  examination  of  French  classes,  and  some  other 
general  exercises  to  which  a  larger  number  of  friends  came  ;  and  on  the 
seventh  all  the  lady  teachers  and  two  directors  of  the  National  school  spent 
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nearly  a  whole  afternoon  listening  to  classes,  asking  questions,  nnd  admiring 
our  American  desks,  and  other  appliances,  etc. 

We  have  been  to  Demirdish  to  see  one  of  my  old  pupils,  a  graduate  of 
1887,  who  had  come  to  her  old  home  for  the  summer.  If  you  look  over  the 
old  names  you  will  find  Erasmia  Dereby  pupil,  then  teacher,  then  married 
to  the  preacher  in  ancient  Thyatira.  She  had  with  her  her  three  beautiful 
children  and  two  sisters,  Athena  and  Aphrodite,  w^ho  were  also  pupils  in  the 
school,  since  then  teaching  respectively  in  Smyrna  and  Thyatira. 

By  a  curious  coincidence  another  of  the  Class  of  '87  has  come  to  her 
Brousa  home,  the  wife  now  of  Professor  Kirkonan  (  ?)  in  Aintab  College. 
She  with  her  four  children  will  stay  with  her  parents  w^hile  her  husband 
studies  another  year  in  the  United  States.  The  third  member  of  the  class  is 
here  (in  Chekerget,  a  suburb  of  Brousa,  where  there  are  mineral  baths), 
with  her  three  children  ;  and  the  fourth  is  still  my  faithful  helper  in  school 
work.  I  must  try  to  arrange  for  a  reunion  while  they  are  so  near  together. 
It  is  pleasant  to  have  the  old  girls  come  back  after  they  have  left,  and  this 
month  I  have  seen  many.  Astasia  and  Eurydice,  who  are  teaching  in  Con- 
stantinople ;  Elmon,  teacher  in  Banderma  ;  Julia  studying  in  Smyrna,  and 
I  might  mention  that  the  daughter  of  the  hotel  proprietor  was  in  our  school 
several  years,  and  seems  pleased  to  be  with  her  old  teacher  again. 

Rebecca,  who  went  to  Smyrna  to  take  a  kindergarten  training,  has  done 
well  and  won  praise  from  her  teachers.  She  goes  back  to  teach  a  year  under 
their  oversight ;  while  Demetia,  another  old  pupil,  will  stay  with  me  to  open 
a  kindergarten  department  in  our  school.  The  people  have  long  expressed 
a  most  urgent  desire  for  this,  so  we  hope  the  experiment  will  prove  a  success. 

This  letter  was  written  from  Chekerget  near  Brousa,  where  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baldwin 
were  spending  their  vacation,  hoping  to  receive  benefit  from  the  mineral  baths  there. 


AFRICA. 

THE  CHRISTMAS  BOXES  AT  ADAMS  MISSIONARY 

STATION. 

Under  date  of  Nov.  15,  1898,  Mrs.  Dorward  writes  of  the  arrival  of  the  boxes,  and 
after  dwelling  at  some  length  upon  the  good  the  dresses  they  contained  will  do,  she 
says : — 

Our  school  will  close  before  Christmas,  but  we  shall  have  a  Christmas 
tree  for  the  girls  before  they  go  home.  You  will  probably  get  this  about 
closing  time;  so  imagine  thirty-eight  girls,  each  made  happy  with  a  pretty 
"bag  containing  needles,  thread,  pins,  buttons,  pictures,  thimbles,  and  per- 
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\^March. 


haps  a  bit  of  ribbon.  There  are  a  few  scrapbooks.  I  am  not  quite  sure 
whether  I  shall  give  them  away,  or  keep  them  for  the  few  smaller  girls  here, 
and  for  Ruth  and  Helen  Cowles,  and  Paul  Bunker  to  look  at,  when  they 
come  to  see  us.  There  are  also  the  dolls,  which  have  been  so  carefully 
dressed  by  some  loving  little  hands.  I  gave  one  to  Ruth  Cowles  on  her 
birthday  a  few  weeks  ago.  Some  of  them  will  go  to  the  little  children  of 
the  men  in  the  Seminary,  others  to  our  girls  for  their  little  sisters.  I  wish 
you  might  witness  the  pleasure  that  these  things  will  give.  The  patchwork 
and  basted  articles  will  save  many  an  anxious  hour. 

I  tried  to  keep  the  names  of  the  donors  as  I  found  them  in  unpacking, 
but  I  fear  that  some  of  them  were  lost.  You  may  be  sure  that  not  one  name 
will  be  forgotten  or  overlooked  by  Him  who  knows  the  sacrifice  that  each 
made  for  His  sake.  There  were  evidences  of  real  sacrifice  in  those  boxes — 
sacrifice  of  time,  labor,  and  thought,  as  well  as  gifts.  Some  gave  of  their 
abundance  ;  but  there  were  some  who  gave  that  which  they  prized  n)Ost 
highly.  I  was  touched  by  some  of  the  gifts  of  the  little  ones.  May  God 
bless  them,  and  make  them  to  know  the  joy  of  sacrifice  for  his  sake!  I 
found  some  things  which  are  a  real  help  to  me  personally — kitchen  aprons. 
You  should  have  heard  the  thanks  of  m}'  kitchen  girl  when  I  gave  her  two 
of  them.  One  of  the  books,  "  Prevailing  Prayer,"  is  now  being  read  .by  the 
native  teacher  at  Jubilee  Hall,  Bennie  Zama.  I  am  sure  that  he  is  a  man 
after  God's  own  heart,  for  he  is  a  comfort  to  every  one  in  the  school,  and  a 
real  power  for  good  amongst  the  boys. 

The  natives  have  a  pretty  custom  of  thanking  for  one  another.  If  one  is 
given  a  gift,  no  matter  how  small,  another  will  say,  "  Ngi  ya  ba  bongela" 
(I  thank  for  him  or  her),  and  so,  in  closing,  I  would  say  for  the  girls  and 
people,  "  Xgi  ya  ba  bongela"  (I  thank  for  them). 


Resolutions  of  Priests        In  view  of  tlie  fact  that  the  treaties  are  soon  to 
IN  Japan.  throw  open  sections  of  Japan  to  foreigners,  there 

are  interesting  reports  of  the  Buddhist  ^and  Shinto  priests  assembled  in  one 
of  the  principal  provinces  to  discuss  the  situation.  They  have  promulgated 
the  following  resolutions,  and  request  that  all  Japanese  be  governetl  by 
them.  First,  to  cultivate  feelings  of  abhorrence  of  foreigners,  and  to  refuse, 
on  principle,  to  sell  or  to  bu}'^  of  them  anything  whatsoever.  Second,  to 
absolutely  refuse  to  rent  their  houses  or  lands  to  foreigners.  Third,  to 
refrain  entirely  from  using  foreign  terms  in  speaking  and  writing. 
Fourth,  to  decline  positively  to  listen  to  Christianity.  And  this  is  the 
country  so  anxious  to  assert  its  rights  with  other  countries  in  the  far  East. 


ANNUAL   UNION    MEETING   OF    THE   WOMAN'S  FOREIGN 
MISSIONARY  BOARDS  OF  CHICAGO. 

BV  MARY  PAGE   WRIGHT.  » 

Faith  was  the  general  subject  of  this  meeting,  which  was  held  on  the 
morning  of  January  3d,  in  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  Hall, 
Mrs.  J.  E.  Scott,  of  the  Baptist  Board,  presiding. 

Mrs.  E.  W.  Darst,  of  the  Christian  Board,  led  in  a  concert  recitation  of 
the  i2ist  Psalm. 

A  noble  address  by  Mrs.  A.  W.  Patten,  of  the  Methodist  Board,  fol- 
lowed, on  "  The  Expression  of  Faith  through  Prayer.*'  Two  of  her  sen- 
tences were:  Consecration  is  better  than  organization."  "The  best 
prayer-book  is  a  map  of  the  world,  with  the  mission  stations  marked." 

The  clear  tones  and  cultured  articulation  of  Mrs.  N.  D.  Pratt,  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Board,  added  a  charm  to  her  words  on  "  The  Expression  of  Faith 
through  Works." 

Prayer  and  song  were  interspersed  throughout  the  session. 

A  rustle  of  expectancy  ran  through  the  hall  as  Mrs.  A.  K.  Scott,  M.D., 
of  Swatow,  China,  came  forward  ;  and  expectation  was  not  disappointed. 
She  amused  the  audience  with  a  story  of  the  Bishop  of  Hong  Kong,  an- 
nounced by  Dr.  Ashmore's  Chinese  servant  as  "  Pea-soup," — the  nearest  he 
could  come  to  pronouncing  the  word  bishop, — and  shocked  them  by  state- 
ments like  these  :  "Among  the  most  popular  native  remedies  are  lizards, 
centipedes,  and  dried  snake-skins."    "  In  Swatow  girl-babies,  are  hawked 

(137) 


138 


LIFE  AND  LIGHT. 


about  for  a  few  cents.  If  there  are  more  than  two  in  a  family  they  must 
be  strangled."  She  characterized  the  Chinese  as  "  a  people  of  great  solid- 
ity, of  great  ability,  and  of  great  reliability  when  they  become  Christians." 

Miss  Coleman,  of  India,  spoke  for  the  Presbyterian  Board.  She  has 
been  engaged  in  the  higher  education  of  girls  in  Allahabad  and  elsewhere. 
The  educated  class  form  less  than  one  third  of  one  per  cent  of  the  popula- 
tion of  India.  There  are  thirty-two  distinct  castes,  the  Brahmans  being 
reckoned  highest  and  the  washermen  lowest,  since  they  wash  for  people  of 
all  castes.  When  a  Brahman  girl  was  in  Miss  Coleman's  school,  her  caste 
rules  proved  a  constant  annoyance.  Good,  filtered  water  had  been  provided 
for  the  school,  but  Brahmans  could  only  drink  from  a  certain  spring,  forbid- 
den to  others,  and  so  far  away  that  this  girl  must  always  have  an  attendant 
when  she  went  to  drink.  She  could  eat  nothing  cooked  by  one  of  lower 
caste,  so  she  prepared  her  own  food  in  a  separate  place  with  separate 
dishes,  and  often  at  a  difl!erent  time,  which  interfered  with  her  classes.  It 
was  a  great  relief  when  she  gave  up  her  caste,  and  professed  Christianity. 
Others  of  the  upper  classes  have  done  so,  too.  "  There  is  a  gentleman  in 
India  who  would  have  been  a  king  if  he  hadn't  preferred  to  be  a  Chris- 
tian. He  is  heir  to  a  throne,  but  of  course  could  not  be  allowed  to  rule  as 
a  Christian." 

Her  pupils  used  to  ask,  "  Don't  you  have  any  crimes  in  America?'* 
and  she  was  obliged  to  confess  that  there  are  many,  but  she  said:  "When 
they  try  to  stop  murder  and  other  crimes  in  America  nobody  complains, 
'  You  are  interfering  with  our  religion,'  as  they  did  in  India  when  a  law 
against  the  suttee,  or  burning  alive  of  widows,  was  proposed.  That  law 
was  passed  (though  now  there  are  persons  who  deny  that  the  suttee  ever 
existed!),  but  to  this  day  in  India  when  there  is  agitation  against  child- 
marriage,  or  the  prevailing  treatment  of  widows,  or  public  hook-swinging, 
or  obscenity  in  literature  and  in  the  temple  services,  the  cry  is  raised,  '  You 
are  interfering  with  our  religion  !  '  " 

The  Results  of  Faith  at  Home  "  were  presented  by  Mrs.  Prof.  G.  B.  Will- 
cox,  whose  report  of  the  weekly  meeting  in  the  W.  B.  M.  I.  rooms  adds 
so  greatly  to  the  interest  of  the  Advance. 

Among  these  results  she  mentioned  "  this  Republic,  with  its  Constitution, 
outlined  in  the  cabin  of  the  Mayflower  ;  Harvard  College,  founded  in  prayer 
and  faith  of  assured  success  ;  Yale  College,  inaugurated  by  the  gift  of  a  few 
books  with  large  faith  ;  "  George  Miiller's  orphanages  ;  and  the  various  mis- 
sionary Boards. 

"  There  are  certain  limits  to  the  results  of  our  faith.  One  is  lack  of  con- 
stancy in  faith  and  prayer.    We  weary  the  Lord  with  our  importunity  for 
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relief  from  illness  or  threatened  loss ;  but  when  a  nation  waits  for  the 
gospel,  and  we  are  responsible  for  the  means  to  send  it,  we  pray  for  it  at 
the  monthly  concert,  or  once  a  week  in  the  prayer-meeting,  and  go  our  way 
with  the  comfortable  assurance  that  we  have  done  our  part,  and  now  the 
Lord  must  do  his.  How  many  of  us  would  be  contented  to  pray  for 
our  families  once  a  week?'* 

Not  so  prayed  Mrs.  Professor  Haven,  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the 
Woman's  Board  ol  Missions  of  the  Interior.  "  Her  hour  of  rising  was  so 
early  that  a  daughter  said  '  she  could  seldom  get  into  mother's  room  early 
enough  to  find  her  bed  unmade.'  Everything  was  settled  and  peaceful  in 
that  room  at  a  very  early  hour,  and  the  time  before  daybreak  was  spent  in 
prayer  for  her  family  and  the  church  throughout  the  world. 

"  It  was  she  who  used  to  'praj^  the  Missionary  Herald  through,'  asking 
God's  help  for  every  emergency  or  personal  need  therein  mentioned.  Who 
can  wonder  at  the  results  given  her.'*  One  daughter  has  long  been  training 
young  Chinese  women  to  work  lor  the  evangelization  of  their  country,  and 
•she  herself  was  the  inspiration,  and  for  a  long  time  the  treasurer,  of  an 
auxiliary  that  has  for  years  given  regularly  to  the  Woman's  Board  over 
$i,ooo  annually. 

"There  is  another  limit  to  the  results  of  our  faith.  They  are  bounded  by 
the  limit  of  our  asking.  If  we  ask  only  small  things,  we  shall  receive  only 
small  things.  If  we  have  no  spiritual  discernment,  no  spiritual  imagination 
— we  may  say  reverently — to  discern  great  things,  how  can  we  expect  great 
results?" 

Miss  M.  P.  Wright,  Field  Secretary  of  the  W.  B.  M.  I.,  urged  the  giving 
of  time  to  the  study  of  missions,  in  order  that  we  may  pray  for  them  effec- 
tively, and  quoted  several  sentences  from  Andrew  Murray's  "Ministry  of 
Intercession." 

Prayer  by  Mrs.  C.  H.  Case,  and  the  singing  of  "Faith  is  the  Victory" 
closed  the  session. 


FROM  MIYAZAKI. 

BY  MISS   CORA  m'cANDLISH. 

Our  surroundings  in  Miyazaki  are  very  pleasant,  and  quite  different  from 
those  of  the  missionaries  in  the  central  stations. 

In  our  compound  are  two  Japanese  houses  and  our  own,  which  is  the 
only  foreign  house  on  this  side  of  the  island.     A  high,  bamboo  fence 
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screens  us  a  little  from  the  public  gaze,  although  as  we  are  on  the  outskirts 
of  the  town  there  are  few  passers-by,  and  when  they  have  come  thus  far  they 
have  come  to  see  us,  and  a  bamboo  fence  is  not  going  to  prevent  them.  We 
have  a  pleasant  front  yard  with  flowers  and  trees,  and  at  the  side  a  tennis 
court  for  exercise.  The  scenery  is  by  no  means  grand,  but  it  is  picturesque 
and  pretty.  We  are  surrounded  by  rice  fields,  and  beyond  them  on  one 
side  lies  the  town  ;  on  the  other,  two  miles  away,  the  ocean,  which  we  can- 
not see  but  can  hear  day  and  night.  In  front  of  us  is  a  pretty  grove  of 
trees,  with  a  winding  path  which,  if  you  follow,  leads  you  to  a  little  group 
of  farmhouses  with  thatched  roofs,  walls  partly  mud  and  partly  paper,  and 
heavy  wooden  beams  and  rafters  inside,  dark  and  polished  with  the  smoke 
of  decades.  They  are  comfortable,  substantial-looking  places, — much  more 
so  than  the  paper  houses  of  the  city.  We  can  see  the  mountains  on  two 
sides  of  us,  pretty  though  not  high,  and  purple  in  the  soft,  misty  atmosphere. 
They  are  several  miles  away,  and  we  seldom  go  to  them. 

A  little  distance  back  of  us  are  the  quite  imposing  residences  of  the 
Governor  and  Assistant  Governor.  When  Mrs.  Clark  and  I  called  there 
Mrs.  Governor  was  very  genial  and  cordial,  and,  when  we  took  our 
departure,  shook  hands  with  us.  Handshaking,  by  the  way,  is  being  intro- 
duced among  the  men  at  least.  It  quite  rejoiced  my  heart  to  see  two  of  our 
evangelists,  friends  of  long  years'  standing,  shake  hands  when  meeting  as 
if  they  really  were  glad  to  see  each  other,  instead  of  merely  bowing. 

You  know,  perhaps,  that  Japanese  cities  are  composed  of  innumerable 
little  villages  which  have  grown  together.  The  villages  here  have  not  yet 
grown  together,  except  in  the  center  of  the  town  ;  so  it  is  very  much  scat- 
tered, and  one  wonders  at  first  where  the  ten  thousand  people  can  possibly 
be.  Miyazaki  is  the  government  headquarters  of  the  province,  also  the 
school  center  ;  so  we  have  a  goodly  number  of  notables  within  our  borders. 

We  are  well-nigh  overrun  with  sightseers,  though  until  this  fall  they 
have  been  mostly  of  the  lower  class,  and  country  people  who  were  willing 
to  gratify  their  curiosity.  Now,  however,  others  are  coming,  and  when 
possible  we  secure  invitations  to  call,  which  we  are  not  slow  in  accepting. 
These  sightseers  are  shown  through  the  lower  part  of  the  house  only,  and 
are  taken  to  the  study  last,  where  a  little  gospel  talk  is  given  them  and  tracts 
always.  Thus  the  seed  is  being  scattered  far  and  wide,  for  they  sometimes 
come  from  great  distances,  not  only  to  see  us,  but  to  attend  some  festival  at 
the  temples,  or  to  have  their  eyes  cured  at  a  famous  eye  temple  near  here. 
We  sometimes  hear  of  good  results  from  this  seed  sowing,  but  for  the  most 
part  it  has  to  be  done  in  faith,  believing  that  "  His  word  will  not  return  unto 
Him  void."    During  the  months  from  January  till  June  there  were  fifteen 
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hundred  names  registered  in  our  visitors'  book,  of  people  who  came  for  the 
first  time.  That  took  no  account  of  the  great  number  of  schoolboys  who 
come  over  and  over  again,  nor,  of  course,  of  our  regular  callers. 

We  have  some  famous  places  near  us,  for  Kiushiu  was  one  of  the  earliest 
settled  parts  of  Japan.    Jimmu  Tenno,  tlie  first  emperor,  was  born  near 
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here,  and  his  temple,  surrounded  by  the  only  park  this  region  affords,  has 
many  devotees.  His  grandmother — so  tradition  tells  us — was  a  sea  serpent, 
and  lived  in  a  cave  not  many  miles  away.  We  cannot  doubt  this,  as  the 
cave  can  still  be  seen.  • 

There  are  five  or  six  volcanic  mountains  on  the  island  which  give  us  a 
number  of  shakings,  though  seldom  anything  serious.    The  climate  is  pleas- 
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ant,  and  as  most  of  the  trees  are  evergreen  the  foliage  is  beautiful  the  year 
around;  and  now  (December  3d)  we  are  still  picking  roses  and  sleeping 
under  mosquito  nets.  "  There  is  no  rose  without  its  thorn,"  and  no  climate, 
however  delightful,  but  has  some  drawbacks.  We  have  a  good  deal  of  rain 
the  year  around,  and  the  mornings  and  evenings  are  cold  even  when  the 
middle  of  the  day  is  uncomfortably  warm.  There  is  something  penetrating 
about  Japanese  cold,  just  as  about  the  heat,  so  that  you  feel  it  more  than  the 
thermometer  warrants. 

This  week  a  call  has  come  from  a  city  twenty  miles  away  to  organize  a 
night  school  there,  and  one  of  us  go  twice  a  week  to  teach.  Mr.  Clark  will 
plan  to  go  occasionally  and  help  them  out.  There  are  over  a  hundred  ready 
to  enter  the  school.  They  are  quite  disconsolate  that  my  teachers  and  I  will 
not  move  there  and  help  them,  and  work  in  the  church. 

Perhaps  you  know  how  hard  it  is  to  reach  the  women  and  girls  in  these 
Oriental  lands.  The  boys  and  men  flock  to  the  house,  but  not  so  the  women  ; 
we  have  to  search  for  them  if  we  would  find  them.  So  far  my  work  has 
been  mostly  among  the  former,  because  they  have  come  to  me,  and  because 
they  talk  some  English.  I  had  hoped  my  girls'  English  class  would  attract, 
but  it  has  not,  to  any  great  exttent.  The  girls  in  school  have  little  or  no 
time  for  anything  new,  and  they  are  not  encouraged  by  their  teachers  to 
study  English  as  the  boys  are. 

Since  coming  back  this  fall,  after  a  very  pleasant  summer  in  the  north 
"among  people,"  Mrs.  Clark  and  I  have  been  calling  not  only  upon  the 
Christians,  but  upon  everyone  we  could  find  any  excuse  for  calling  upon. 
Some  of  these  calls  have  been  quite  novel.  For  instance,  at  one  place  where 
we  went  for  the  first  time  the  servant  met  us  in  the  yard  and  left  us  there 
while  she  went  to  announce  our  coming.  It  was  a  small  house,  entirely  open 
across  the  front,  and  as  we  came  nearer  we  found  the  lady  of  the  house  en- 
deavoring to  clean  up  before  we  came.  She  banished  the  children,  and  hur- 
riedly picked  up  things  from  the  floor;  and  then,  while  we  were  standing 
there  protesting,  and  before  she  had  even  said,  "  How  do  you  do.'"'  she  got 
a  broom  and  swept  the  room  before  inviting  us  in.  But  when  she  did,  she 
was,  oh  !  so  polite,  bowing  six  times,  I  think,  at  the  beginning,  several 
times  during  the  middle  of  the  call,  and  more  at  the  end.  Ideas  of  politeness 
difier,  do  they  not  ? 

At  another  place  we  found  a  family  tree  of  great  growth  and  wide-spread- 
ing branches ;  five  generations  rep^^esented  in  one  compound,  the  oldest 
grandmother  being  ninety-nine,  and  the  youngest  grandchild  about  four. 
In  and  around  Miyazaki  they  have  over  one  hundred  relatives.  Just  think 
what  it  would  mean  to  get  Christianity  started  in  that  family,  for  it  often 
spreads  in  family  groups. 
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Just  before  leaving  for  the  summer  we  had  the  Mayor  and  his  wife — 
rather  old  people — here  to  supper.  We  come  back  to  find  that  he  has 
passed  away,  leaving  her  sad  and  lonely.  They  are  Shintoists,  and  when  we 
called  there  I  was  interested  in  noticing,  in  the  most  sacred  part  of  the  room, 
a  wooden  frame,  standing  about  three  feet  high,  with  eight  legs,  and  on  the 
top  a  small,  closed,  wooden  box,  on  either  side  of  which  stood  a  vase  of 
flowers.  I  find  that  represents  only  a  small  part  of  their  religious  cere- 
monies. Probably  when  that  old  man  died  they  held  a  mirror  up  before 
his  foce  to  catch  his  spirit,  which  is  said  to  go  into  the  glass.  The  mirror 
was  then  put  in  the  small  box,  before  mentioned.  When  other  members  of 
the  family  die  their  spirits  will  pass  into  the  same  glass,  and  be  kept  in  the 
same  box,  which  is  always  preserved,  and  is  considered  very  precious.  For 
fifty  days  after  the  death,  water,  fish,  vegetables,  rice,  birds,  and  cake  are 
offered,  the  water  and  rice  being  changed  every  morning.  As  the  monthly 
anniversary  comes  there  are  special  offerings  and  ceremonies,  also  spring 
and  fall.  On  the  first  yearly  anniversary,  the  fifth,  tenth,  fifteenth,  etc.,  as 
long  as  the  family  exists,  very  special  oflferings  must  be  made  and  cere- 
monies performed.  And  that  poor,  old  woman  will  struggle  on,  perform- 
ing these  rites  until  her  turn  comes,  and  then,  I  suppose,  her  sons  will  con- 
tinue them,  unless  they  can  be  brought  to  Christ,  when  all  these  will  be 
done  away  with  forever. 

There  is  a  nice  church  building  in  Miyazaki,  semi-foreign  in  style,  and 
big  enough  to  accommodate  a  good  many  more  than  come.  Besides  the 
children's  Sunday  school  there,  of  which  I  have  charge,  this  year,  we  have 
started  another  across  the  river,  at  the  home  of  one  of  our  Christians,  which 
starts  in  very  well,  but  I  can't  tell  yet  just  what  it  is  going  to  be.  The  Jap- 
anese are  very  good  starters. 

In  the  same  neighborhood  we  have  a  weekly  gospel  service,  with  a  tran- 
sient audience  of  from  thirty  to  seventy-five.  They  pay  quite  good  atten- 
tion, and  I  am  glad  to  find  some  of  the  same  people  coming  from  week  to 
week.  Of  course  all  the  speaking  I  do  is  through  an  interpreter,  which  is 
not  entirely  satisfactory,  but  is  so  infinitely  better  than  nothing  that  I  am 
delighted.  Of  course  I  am  studying  every  day,  all  my  head  will  stand.  A 
little  Japanese  goes  a  long  way  toward  making  one's  head  tired,  but  it  does 
not  seem  to  go  so  far  when  one  is  trying  to  talk. 

We  have  an  organ  at  the  church  this  year,  and  are  trying  to  improve  our 
singing.  Already  it  is  attracting  more  people  to  the  door  of  the  church, 
where  they  hear  the  gospel.  Besides  the  regular  church  services  we  have  a 
women's  prayer  meeting  once  a  month,  at  which  my  teacher  gives  them 
thoughts  from  one  of  Murray's  books. 
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We  had  so  hoped  to  have  another  lady  here  this  year,  when  our  work 
could  be  doubled  or  trebled,  but  Miss  Judson  was  so  greatly  needed  at  Mat- 
suyama,  in  the  girls'  school,  that  we  could  not  keep  her ;  and  no  new  one 
has  yet  appeared.  We  are  still  hoping  and  praying  ;  for  what  is  one  among 
these  thousands  and  thousands  of  women  who  have  never  heard  that  there  is 
anything  to  look  forward  to,  to  make  up  for  their  dreary,  monotonous,  un- 
happy lives,  valued  by  their  husbands  as, 

"  Something  better  than  his  dog,  a  little  dearer  than  his  horse." 

Taught,  as  they  are  from  childhood,  that  it  is  woman's  lot  to  suffer 
uncomplainingly,  and  to  meet  every  phase  of  life  with  a  smile,  they  give 
to  the  world  the  impression  that  they  are  merry,  light-hearted,  and  gay. 
But,  ah  !  the  smile  too  often  makes  sadder  the  aching  heart  it  seeks  to  con- 
ceal. Oh  !  thank  God,  as  I  do,  that  our  lots  were  cast  in  a  Christian  land, 
with  all  that  means. 

The  faces  and  lives  of  our  Christian  women  are  so  different ;  and  though 
they  still  smile  over  their  troubles,  it  is  not  a  mere  conformity  to  etiquette, 
but  the  showing  forth  of  the  joy  that  is  within  them.  Pray  for  them  and  for 
us  that  we  may  do  "  all  things"  in  His  strength  and  Spirit. 

December  3,  1898. 


WOMAN'S  BOAKD  OF  THE  INTERIOR. 

Mrs.  J.  B.  LEAKE,  Treasurer. 
Receipts  from  December  10, 1898,  to  January  10, 1899 


Colorado 
Illinois  . 
Indiana  . 
Iowa  . 
Kansas  . 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Missouri  . 
Nebraska 
Ohio  . 

South  Dakota 
Wisconsin 
Georgia  . 
North  Carolina 
Oklahoma 
Miscellaneous 


128 
,411 

23 
343 

70 
639 
155 
176 

40 
192 

41 
101 
5 

25 
2 

60 


Receipts  for  the  mouth 


3,416  42 


Previously  acknowledged 
Total  since  Oct.  18,  1898 


ARMENIAN  RELIEF  FUND. 


3,582  00 
$6,998  42 


Received  this  month     ....  3  00 

Already  forwarded       ....  18  54 

Total  since  Oct.  18,  1898       ...        $21  54 

ADDITIONAL  DONATIONS  FOR  SPECIAL  OBJECTS. 

Received  this  month  ....  127  50 
Already  forwarded       ....  20  54 

Total  since  Oct.  18,  1898       .      .      .       $148  04 
Mrs.  Alfred  B.  Willoox,  Ass't  Treas. 


